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EARLY 
IDENTIFICATION 
AND VISION 
DIAGNOSIS 
EARLY ID/DIAGNOSIS 
LEADS TO FUTURE 
SERVICES 

 

PRIMARY CARE DOCTORS 
FREQUENTLY MISS SIGNS OF 
VISUAL IMPAIRMENT 

MAJORITY OF REFERRALS FROM 
EI STAFF 

SERVING KIDS AT RISK ALLOWS 
OUR STAFF TO HELP WITH 
DIAGNOSIS 

WE SERVE MORE CHILDREN, B-3, 
THAN OTHER STATES 

CHILDREN RECEIVE TRANSITION 
SERVICES  
 



TRENDS AND 
CHALLENGES 
STAFF MUST BE WELL 
TRAINED  

INCREASE OF OPTIC NERVE 
HYPOPLASIA 

INCREASE OF SHAKEN 
BABY/NONACCIDENTAL TRAUMA 

INCREASE OF PREMATURE BABIES 
INCREASE OF MEDICALLY 

FRAGILE BABIES 



LOOKING TO THE 
FUTURE 
DEFINING 

OUR 

ROLE 

OUR ROLE IN THE 
TRANSDISCIPLINARY TEAM 
PROVIDER MODEL AS VISION 
SPECIALISTS 

ACTIVE PARTICIPATION AS TEAM 
MEMBERS WITH KIDS, FAMILIES, 
AND AGENCIES 

CONTINUED STATE AND 
COMMUNITY COLLABORATION 

MODEL FOR OTHER STATES  



W O R K  C L O S E LY  W I T H  N M S B V I  D E V E L O P M E N TAL  
S P E C I AL I S T S  AN D  O T H E R  T E AM  M E M B E R S  

E AR LY  D E V E L O P M E N T  O F  T O O L  U S E  AN D  P U R P O S E F U L  
R E AC H I N G   

T RY  C AN E S  AT  E AR LY  AG E …  N O T  S U R E  H O W  A C H I L D  
W I L L  R E S P O N D  T O  A C AN E  U N L E S S  Y O U  T RY  

 
 

NMSBVI B-3 O&M Services in NM 



S e r v i c e s  d e l i n e a t e d  i n  t h e  I F S P  t h a t  a d d r e s s  
p u r p o s e f u l  a n d  i n d e p e n d e n t  m o ve m e n t  i n  c h i l d r e n  w h o  
a r e  b l i n d ,  v i s u a l l y  i m p a i r e d  o r  a r e  a t  r i s k  f o r  v i s u a l  
i m p a i r m e n t .   S e r v i c e s  p r o v i d e d  i n vo l v e  t h e  
d e ve l o p m e n t  o f  s k i l l s  i n c l u d i n g  c o n c u r r e n t  m o t o r  
s k i l l s ,  s e n s a t i o n ,  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  c o n c e p t s ,  b o d y  i m a g e ,  
s p a c e / t i m e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s ,  a n d  g r o s s  m o t o r  s k i l l s .  
O r i e n t a t i o n  a n d  m o b i l i t y  i n s t r u c t i o n  i s  f o c u s e d  o n  
t r a ve l  a n d  m o ve m e n t  i n  c u r r e n t  e n v i r o n m e n t s  a n d  n e x t  
e n v i r o n m e n t s  a n d  t h e  i n t e r w e a v i n g  o f  s k i l l s  i n t o  t h e  
o ve r a l l  l a t t i c e w o r k  o f  d e ve l o p m e n t .   S e r v i c e s  i n c l u d e  
e va l u a t i o n  a n d  a s s e s s m e n t  o f  i n f a n t s  a n d  t o d d l e r s  
i d e n t i f i e d  a s  b l i n d / v i s u a l l y  i m p a i r e d  t o  d e t e r m i n e  
n e c e s s a r y  i n t e r ve n t i o n s ,  e q u i p m e n t ,  a n d  s t r a t e g i e s  t o  
p r o m o t e  m o ve m e n t  a n d  i n d e p e n d e n c e .  
 

Orientation and Mobility Definition 
NM Family Infant Toddler Program 



O  &  M  S E R V I C E S  S H O U L D  S TA R T  W H E N  A C H I L D  I S  Y O U N G  
M O V E M E N T  I M P R O V E S  C O G N I T I V E  F U N C T I O N I N G  A N D  
I N C R E A S E S  S K I L L S  I N  A L L  D E V E L O P M E N TA L  A R E A S  
C H I L D R E N  S H O U L D  H AV E  A N  O P P O R T U N I T Y  T O  L E A R N  B Y  
E X P L O R I N G  A N D  M O V I N G  
M O V E M E N T  S H O U L D  B E  D E V E L O P M E N TA L LY  A P P R O P R I AT E  
O  &  M  S H O U L D  B E  F U N ,  B E C A U S E  C H I L D R E N  L E A R N  B E S T  
T H R O U G H  P L AY  
C H I L D ,  FA M I LY  A N D  T E A M  C E N T E R E D  O  &  M  I S  M O S T  
S U C C E S S F U L  
A C T I V E  PA R T I C I PAT I O N  A L L O W S  T H E  C H I L D  T O  L E A R N  I N  A 
M E A N I N G F U L  C O N T E X T.   
C H I L D R E N  L E A R N  B E S T  W H E N  T H E Y  A R E  E N G A G E D  I N  
N AT U R A L  L E A R N I N G  E N V I R O N M E N T S .  

 

 
 NMSBVI B-3 O&M Guiding Principles

  



NMSBVI Birth – 3 Years 
Orientation and Mobility Assessment 

 Demographics 
  Functional Vision Results 
 Parent Report 
 Communication 
  Sensory:   
 Auditory/Tactual/Olfactory 
  Gross Motor 
 Fine Motor 
 Quality of Movement 

 

 Orientation 
 Mobility 
 Concepts 
  Travel Devices 
 Safety and Environmental  

Awareness 
 Exploration and Learning 
 



Early O&M Devices 

 Used for safe & independent  standing & walking 
 

 Push toys 
 

 AMD-adaptive mobility devices 
 

 Precanes 
 

 Canes 



Active Learning   

 Children learn by doing until the developmental age of three. 
 

 The actions of examining and experimenting with objects using their bodies is 
the foundation for the development of cognitive, motor, problem-solving and 
social skills. 
 

 Our role in helping children with severe disabilities learn is to create 
environments that build on skills the child already has, to encourage him to use 
his body and mind for higher-level tasks. 
 

 Dr. Nielsen has developed materials and approaches for use with children with 
sensory impairments and additional disabilities to help them be more actively 
involved with the world around them. 

          Lilli Nielsen 



 
Active Learning  

Does active learning fit into 
Orientation and Mobility? 

Find ways for child to learn 
about his environment in an 
active purposeful way. 

COMS can set up activities 
and learning opportunities. 

Involve family and other 
early interventionists with 
planning activities. 

Ensure activity is in child’s 
learning zone. 

Relate skills being used to 
future O&M skills. 

VIISA training in NM 



QUESTIONS???? 

THANK  YOU 
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