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i/ Writing Section |

Use this checklist to guide your writing.

Idea Development:

I have responded to the topic in the prompt.
My response contains elements appropriate to the prompt.

The details I use are interesting and on topic.

My details are descriptive.

Organization:

Voice:

I introduce the paper’s topic effectively.

I use topic sentences and transitions in my paper.
I group similar ideas together.

I use paragraphing and indentation correctly.

I use an effective ending in my paper.

I use complete sentences that are interesting and of different
lengths.

I use a voice in this paper that is appropriate for this type of
writing.

I use a variety of words and phrases that are precise,
descriptive, and original.

I use words correctly, and I avoid using words over and over.

Conventions:

I spell familiar words correctly.
I use capitalization and punctuation correctly.
My grammar and usage are correct in my paper.
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Section 1 Writing

Argument
Writing Prompt

A group of students at your school has been
circulating a petition to put an end to requiring
handwritten assignments. The petition states that
handwriting is fine, but keyboarding is also
completely acceptable for all homework and projects.
Write a letter to the school principal explaining your
view of the petition. In your letter, be sure to offer
clear reasons to support your position on the
proposal.
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= Writing Section |

Keep all of your writing inside the box on each page. Writing outside of the box will NOT be scored.
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Keep all of your writing inside the box on each page. Writing outside of the box will NOT be scored.
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Section 1

Keep all of your writing inside the box on each page. Writing outside of the box will NOT be scored.

Page 6 Stop. Do not go on
to the next page.
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(_Writing Section 2

Use this checklist to guide your writing.

Idea Development:
I have responded to the topic in the prompt.
My response contains elements appropriate to the prompt.
The details I use are interesting and on topic.
My details are descriptive.

Organization:
I introduce the paper’s topic effectively.
I use topic sentences and transitions in my paper.
I group similar ideas together.
I use paragraphing and indentation correctly.
I use an effective ending in my paper.

I use complete sentences that are interesting and of different
lengths.

Voice:
I use a voice in this paper that is appropriate for this type of
writing.
I use a variety of words and phrases that are precise,
descriptive, and original.
I use words correctly, and I avoid using words over and over.

Conventions:

I spell familiar words correctly.
I use capitalization and punctuation correctly.
My grammar and usage are correct in my paper.
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Section 2 Wrifing

High-Tech Treasure Hunt

One hiker studies her cell phone, while her friend writes some numbers down
in a small notebook.

*I think it’s this way!” the friend says while pointing toward a group of trees
jutting out over an old stone wall. Within a few moments, the two friends have
discovered a plastic box cleverly tucked in a hollow beneath a tree root. The
hikers take a careful look around to make sure no one is watching. Only then do
they remove the box. Excitedly, they study the contents: a baseball key chain,
some playing cards, an action figure, and a small wooden puzzle. A logbook is also
tucked inside.

One of the hikers likes the puzzle, so she pulls a package of small markers
out of her backpack. She places the package in the plastic box and packs the
puzzle into her backpack. Then she and her friend sign the logbook. They take a
picture of themselves holding the box. Finally, they carefully return the box to its
hiding place. They grin at each other and prepare to move on to their next
geocaching adventure.

What Is Geocaching?

Geocaching (pronounced geo - cashing) is a modern version of a pirate’s
treasure hunt. Geocachers use the Global Positioning System (GPS) to locate
hidden caches, or “treasures.” No special training is required, and the only
equipment needed is a smart phone or other device that uses GPS. The GPS
device uses information from satellites in space to pinpoint locations. It is the
perfect tool for a treasure hunt.

A cache is a hiding place for treasures, usually stored in some type of
waterproof container. It may be a peanut butter jar, a vitamin bottle, or a food
storage container. Caches may be hidden near streets, in parks, or at the end of a
long trail. They may be found in caves, tree trunks, or hollow logs. They might
even be under water. Most caches contain a variety of trinkets and a logbook.

How Does Geocaching Work?

Geocachers start by logging on to a geocaching website. There, they can find
the GPS coordinates' for a cache that another geocacher has hidden. They load
the coordinates into their GPS device. Then they read any tips or clues that have
been posted about the location of the cache. For example, there may be advice
about what type of shoes to wear for the terrain where the cache is hidden.

! coordinates: two or more numbers used to determine a position
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=/ Writing Section 2

Next, geocachers begin their hunt. They use the GPS tracking information to
guide them on their search. Sometimes, however, they may need a few additional
clues to help them locate the treasure. Geocachers may also have to collect clues
from multiple locations or solve a puzzle before finding precisely where the cache
is actually hidden.

As geocachers hunt, they are careful not to let any “muggles” discover what
they are doing. The term “muggle” is taken from the popular Harry Potter book
series written by J. K. Rowling. For geocachers, a muggle is a person who does
not know about geocaching. Many muggles are harmless, but some may
intentionally move or even destroy a cache. Geocachers know that it is important
to keep the cache’s secret safe and be certain the cache remains in the same
location. That way, other geocachers can enjoy finding it in the future.

After geocachers locate a cache, they sign the included logbook in order to
record their “find.” They may take one of the trinkets from the cache with them,
but they must replace it with something of equal value. Later, they may choose to
log on to the geocaching website and post pictures or stories of their hunt.

Since geocaching began in 2000, people of all ages from around the world
have enjoyed the challenge of tracking down “treasures.” Most geocachers enjoy
discovering the world around them as they search for caches. They are also
mindful of the environment. Many geocachers carry bags so that they can pick up
trash they may find along the trails and paths as they hunt.

Geocaching can be challenging and fun. Its players definitely enjoy the
moment when they finally locate a cache. Yet for many, the best part of
geocaching is being outdoors and enjoying the beauty of nature.
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Section 2 Writing o

Response to Text
Writing Prompt

Explain how the author relates geocaching to treasure
hunting. Be sure to use specific details from the
passage.

Then explain what you would like to place in a cache
for others to find and why. Be sure to use clear
examples to support your response.
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Section 2

Keep all of your writing inside the box on each page. Writing outside of the box will NOT be scored.
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Keep all of your writing inside the box on each page. Writing outside of the box will NOT be scored.

Page 15 Stop. Do not go on
to the next page.
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