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/ Writing Section 1

Use this checklist to guide your writing.

Idea Development:
I have written about the topic in the prompt.
I have a clear and focused main idea.
I use details that support the main idea.
I use details that are descriptive.

Organization:

I have an introduction and body in my paper.
I use topic sentences in my paper.

I keep similar ideas together in my paper.

I use complete sentences that are interesting and of different
lengths.

I have the correct type of closing in my paper.

Voice:

I use a voice that shows through in my paper.
I use a variety of words and phrases that are descriptive.
I avoid using the same words over and over again.

Conventions:

I spell familiar words correctly.
I use capitalization and punctuation correctly.
I use correct grammar in my paper.
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Section 1

Writing

Informative

Writing Prompt

People live in many kinds of towns and cities. Think
about what you like about living in your area. Write a
letter to a friend describing what makes your town or
city special and why you like living there.
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= / Writing Section |

Keep all of your writing inside the box on each page. Writing outside of the box will NOT be scored.
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Section | Writing -

Keep all of your writing inside the box on each page. Writing outside of the box will NOT be scored.
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=/ Writing Section 1

Keep ali of your writing inside the box on each page. Writing outside of the box will NOT be scored.

Page 6 Stop. Do not go on
to the next page.
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i/ Writing Section 2

Use this checklist to guide your writing.

Idea Development:
I have written about the topic in the prompt.
I have a clear and focused main idea.
I use details that support the main idea.
I use details that are descriptive.

Organization:
I have an introduction and body in my paper.
I use topic sentences in my paper.
I keep similar ideas together in my paper.

I use complete sentences that are interesting and of different
lengths.

I have the correct type of closing in my paper.

Voice:

I use a voice that shows through in my paper.
I use a variety of words and phrases that are descriptive.
I avoid using the same words over and over again.

Conventions:

I spell familiar words correctly.
I use capitalization and punctuation correctly.
I use correct grammar in my paper.
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Section 2 Writing

Special Toys

Have you ever played with checkers or a jump rope? How about jacks,
marbles, or puzzles? If you have, then you have played with some very
special toys. These toys, and others such as the bicycle, rocking horse, and
teddy bear, were given an award for being the most fun and creative toys.

You can find all of the toys that have won this award at the National
Toy Hall of Fame®. This special exhibit started in 1998 at the A. C. Gilbert
Discovery Village, a children’s museum in Salem, Oregon. Each toy that
won the award was put in the museum so people could come and learn
about the toy.

One of the most unusual toys to ever receive the award was the
cardboard box. If you have ever played with a box, you know it can be
used for almost anything. It can also be one of the least expensive toys.

After a few years, there were too many toys to fit the space in the
children’s museum in Oregon. In 2002 the toys were moved to the Strong
Museum in New York. As of 2013, there were 51 toys chosen for the
National Toy Hall of Fame. Some of these special toys include roller skates,
balls, the kite, and the yo-yo.

When it is time to add more toys to the museum, a group of selected
people meet and answer questions about each toy: Is it safe? Do many
people still enjoy playing with the toy? Can people learn something new
from playing with the toy? After the group answers these questions, they
vote. The toys with the most votes win. Each year at least one toy wins,
but some years as many as seven toys have won.

When the group votes for a toy, it becomes a “special” toy. The special
toys are on display at the Strong Museum for visitors to enjoy.

The National Toy Hall of Fame is a registered trademark of Gilbert House Children’s Museum, Inc. National
Museum of Play is a registered trademark of Margaret Woodbury Strong Museum.
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i/ Writing Section 2

Opinion
Writing Prompt

Many “special” toys have won the National Toy Hall of
Fame award. Think about all the toys you have ever
seen or played with. Choose one toy you think
deserves to be placed in the National Toy Hall of
Fame. Give at least two reasons why the toy you
chose should be placed in the hall of fame.
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Section 2 Writing \

Keep all of your writing inside the box on each page. Writing outside of the box will NOT be scored.
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— Writing Section 2

Keep all of your writing inside the box on each page. Writing outside of the box will NOT be scored.

Page 12 Stop. Do not go on
to the next page.
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