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What is this Project?

The Wyoming STELLA project is a 2 year 
project to help ELL and content teachers

• Identify individualized accommodation methods 
for ELLs with different challenges and strengths

• Use these individualized methods in their 
classrooms and to help select accommodations 
for standardized tests.
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Who is Paying for It and Why?
Who:
• The State Department of Education is paying for it.

Why:
• This project is designed to work with teachers to help 

use the strengths of ELLs to teach content and to figure 
out what these students know.

• To help assign proper accommodations on standardized 
tests in mathematics and science, and other subjects.

• This is not about teaching or testing their English, but 
about working with the other strengths of ELLs to teach 
the full range of content, from basic knowledge to 
cognitively complex concepts and skills.
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How Does It Work?
• 2 times a year, in the fall and spring, volunteer 

teachers will participate in a 1-day workshop* in 
a central location, and then be invited to be part 
of monthly web chats with project staff from the 
University of Wisconsin.

• Teachers will use the STELLA tool for guiding 
the identification of accommodations for 
individual students. Training in this tool will occur 
in the fall of 2010 and again, as necessary in 
Fall, 2011.

* 2 days in Fall 2010
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How Does This Benefit the 
Teachers and Districts?

Teachers:
• Receive guidance about what types of 

accommodation approaches would be effective 
for particular students

• Work with district ELL specialist and UW staff to 
plan activities that would teach and assess 
students in the classroom

• Get and give feedback during monthly web chats 
and at workshops.
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How Does This Benefit the 
Teachers and Districts?

Districts:
• More effective content teaching for English 

language learners (and probably others with 
language challenges)

• Guidance about which testing accommodations 
to recommend for ELLs on standardized tests.
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Why Does This Matter?
• Research consistently shows that APPROPRIATE accommodations 

leads to higher scores on standardized tests of academic content.
 These findings say ELs with inappropriate accommodations 

score significantly worse than students with appropriate 
accommodations.

 Those with inappropriate accommodations score the same as 
those with no accommodations and the same as those with 
randomly assigned accommodations.

 Without more specific direction than what is provided in 
standardized test or state guides, teachers ROUTINELY pick 
inappropriate accommodations

• Research continually points out the inconsistency of accommodation 
choices for students with the same profile.
 This occurs within and across classrooms, schools and districts 7



So, What is STELLA?

Selection Taxonomy for English 
Language Learner Accommodations
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What is STELLA?
• STELLA is a Web-based tool 
• It matches accommodations to individual ELLs based on a 

number of factors. 
• Right now the accommodations that are pre-loaded are for 

standardized tests. The matching will be the starting point 
for determining which classroom accommodations would 
work for individual students. 

• Teachers or their surrogate supply the information to the 
program for each student.

• STELLA generates customized output for individual 
students
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Preloaded in System
• Student Information Variables
• Accommodations
• Conversion and Consolidation Rules
• Decision-Making Rules

Associated Materials
• User Manual (printable, electronic copy online)
• Online help pages 
• I-buttons throughout forms

Output
• Student Profile
• Pretest Support (Tailored Classroom  Interventions)
• Accommodation Decisions for Each Student

STELLA Overview
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Taxonomies/code 
underpinning the
STELLA system



STELLA Output Pages
Accommodations: a list of recommended  accommodations, including those that appear 

to be essential for appropriate levels of access. This output page also recommends 
accommodations from state-allowed lists.  

Pre-Test Support: a list of recommendations of specific assessment-related tasks  that 
the student should be practicing during the school year generated through reconciling 
responses to questions on the teacher and parent forms about what the student’s 
experiences have been versus what is needed to perform adequately on 
standardized tests. 

Student Profile: an expanded profile page that provides, in one place, the student’s ELP 
and L1 levels as triangulated across information from the various forms, information 
on time and consistency in schools, and language instructional support.
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Recommended accommodations 
are intended to support and 
guide—not replace—the decision-
making of educators involved in 
assigning accommodations for 
large-scale assessments.

Examples include purposes of classroom and large-
scale testing, and experiences with different types of 
test questions (e.g. word problems in mathematics, 
inference problems in science, and audience 
considerations in writing prompts)



Relevant Characteristics of Students

Cultural Proximity
US Schooling



Relevant Characteristics of 
Students cont.

Student

Language Proficiency Cultural Proximity

English L1

Reading
Writing

Speaking
Listening

Reading
Writing

Speaking
Listening

US Schooling



Student

Language Proficiency Cultural Proximity

Time in School Schooling Experiences Testing Experiences

Time in US
Consistency

Structure of Academic Year
Resources

Types/Purposes of Testing

Formats
Practices

US Schooling

Relevant Characteristics of 
Students cont.



Student

Language Proficiency Cultural Proximity US Schooling

Needs Classroom Experiences

The Most Relevant Student Characteristics
for Accommodation Matching



Research and Development

Formative Development
1. State and District Survey
2. Teacher Focus Groups
3. Literature Review
4. Parent Interviews
5. Teacher Interviews
6. Expert Panel Reviews

Validation Studies
1. Experimental Study of Student Results
2. Experimental Study with Independent Raters
3. Independent Verification of the Rules by Experts across the 

country



Student1, STELLA Profile
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Student 1, STELLA Profile cont.
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Student 1, STELLA Pretest Support
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Student 1, STELLA Accommodations for Content 
Taught in L1/Both
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Note: Since this student
currently only receives
instruction in L1, no 
accommodations are listed
for content taught in English.



Student 2, STELLA Accommodations for Content 
Taught in English
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Classroom Information Across 
Students

Shows the ability of teachers to display all 
students with particular profiles



Multi-Grade or Multi-School Users

Assigning access  to 
multiple grades in single 

school  or multiple schools



State Status: By District, School, Grade
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STELLA Link at UW
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www.wida.us/UW/STELLA

http://www.wida.us/UW/STELLA�
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