Wyoming Department of Education
Cindy Hill, Superintendent of Public Instruction
Hathaway Building, 2nd Floor, 2300 Capitol Avenue
Cheyenne, WY 82002-0050
Phone: (307) 777-7675 | Fax: (307) 777-6234 | edu.wyoming.gov

MEMORANDUM NO. 2014-144
TO:

District Superintendents
Assessment Coordinator
Curriculum Coordinators
Technology Coordinators
WISE Coordinators
		

FROM:

Deb Lindsey, Division Director
Assessment

DATE:

December 15, 2014

SUBJECT:

Growth and Achievement Fusion Report

NEW REPORT GRAPHICALLY DISPLAYS
GROWTH AND ACHIEVEMENT
CHEYENNE - The WDE Data and Assessment teams are pleased to announce a new report has
been added to the Fusion repository. The new report, called Growth and Achievement, employs
data visualization techniques to present information graphically on both achievement (reported in
terms of the percent of students proficient) and growth (reported in terms of the median growth
percentile from the Wyoming growth model) for elementary and middle schools across Wyoming.
Both growth and achievement data are displayed simultaneously, so that viewers can see schools
(or student groups within schools) in one of four quadrants: high growth, high achievement; low
growth, low achievement; high growth, low achievement; and low growth, high achievement. An
example of the new report is shown below.
In the graph, each bubble represents a school (or sub-set within a school if you are filtering by
grade or student group). The size of the bubble is determined by the number of students in the
group you selected. In addition to the legend that appears to the right of the graph, users can hover
over a bubble to see the name of the school/group it represents, along with performance data for
that group.
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Users can employ multiple filters to examine reading or math results, disaggregate by different
student groups, and select a year to depict (only 2013-14 appears now) for districts, schools, and
grades within schools. Use the various filters to select the area(s) of interest, and then click on
“View Report” to refresh the report with the parameters you identified.
These new reports help to answer questions like:
•
•
•
•
•

How does my school compare to other schools in my district or in the state in terms of
overall proficiency and growth?
Which subjects and grades in my school are relative strengths compared to the state and
other schools in my district (or state)?
Which student groups demonstrate stronger achievement and growth in my school/district?
How well are students who were below proficient last year growing (below proficient students comprise the “consolidated subgroup” for state accountability)?
Are there other schools of similar size and proficiency rates that have demonstrated higher
growth?

At a glance, it’s easy to see which schools or grades have similar achievement, but very different
patterns of growth. Educators might find it useful to work with peer schools – those with similar
rates of proficiency – to identify particular instructional support strategies that help students with
similar achievement to grow more quickly academically. And within a school, users can readily
identify which student groups, grades, and subjects are experiencing the best academic outcomes.
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These reports are fully accessible to the public under the Accountability folder in Fusion, though
suppression rules have been applied to ensure confidentiality for individual students. You can also
access the report via the following link:
https://portals.edu.wyoming.gov/Reports/Public/growth-and-achievement
In addition to this public report, WDE has also created a confidential one (which requires that you
log in to Fusion), called Student Growth Percentile Distribution. This report shows the percent of
students who have high, typical, and low growth. Like most reports on Fusion, users can filter by
school, grade, and student group. These reports, like the Growth and Achievement bubble report,
are particularly useful in school improvement planning.

If you have questions about the information in either of these reports, please contact Deb Lindsey
at deb.lindsey@wyo.gov or 777-8753.
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