Wyoming Department of Education

Cindy Hill, Superintendent of Public Instruction
Hathaway Building, 2" Floor, 2300 Capitol Avenue
Cheyenne WY 82002-0050
Phone: 307-777-7673 Fax: 307-777-6234 Website: edu.wyoming.gov

MEMORANDUM NO. 2011-081

TO: School District Superintendents
Principals

FROM: Cindy Hill
DATE: May 23, 2011

SUBJECT: WGA/SER Energy Institute for Teachers

INFORMATION TO SHARE
Attached is information that I received from the School of Energy
Resources/Wyoming Geographic Alliance. Please share this information with
your staff and other interested parties. Thank you.

CH:rew

Attachment



SER/WGA ENERGY INSTITUTE for TEACHERS*

June 26-July 1, 2011
*SCHOOL OF ENERGY RESOURCES/WYOMING GEOGRAPHIC ALLIANCE

OVERVIEW OF INSTITUTE

Geographic literacy as it pertains to energy extraction and energy dependence is crucial to decision-
makers mapping the future of the state of Wyoming, the United States and the world. This geographic
literacy is also central to the ability of American decision-makers to maintain the country’s political and
economic leadership in a world of complex cultural and environmental relationships. Energy education
plays an important role in these decisions.

Critical natural resources vital to all of us are not distributed equitably across the Earth’s surface.
Wyoming has a major role in the provision of natural resources to the United States and beyond and our
educators need to understand the importance of Energy education in order to pass this information on
to Wyoming students to ensure they are informed citizens of the state, country and world. Decisions
about Wyoming’s energy resources are complicated matters with no easy solutions. There are
important spatial and environmental aspects to these vital economic and political policy decisions.

Geography prepares students to understand the complexities of environmental and societal issues. It is
not just a “science class.” Our daily lives are interwoven with geography. Each of us lives in a unique
place in constant interaction with our surroundings. Geographic knowledge and skills are essential for
us to understand the activities and patterns of our lives and the lives of others. Geographic knowledge
and understanding is fundamental to reaching the goals of attaining a higher quality of life.

The institute will incorporate discussions relating Energy to the Wyoming Social Studies Standards. Field
trips to energy developments will be included. After hearing from experts in the field, teachers will be
given time to develop and present lessons appropriate for their grade level utilizing the large floor map
of Wyoming. The focus of the lessons will be Energy. The lesson plans will be posted on the WGA
website.

Teachers may receive three Continuing Education credits from the Professional Teaching Standards
Board or may chose to receive three graduate credit hours for the forty-five contact hours in the five day
Energy Institute. Participating teachers will return to their districts as WGA Teacher Consultants and
conduct workshops for their district teachers. Thus WGA will be confident that the benefits of the
institute will be shared with other teachers and students across Wyoming. If this pilot institute is
successful, it could be offered to other Wyoming school districts in future summer institutes.

DISTRICT TEAMS

Participating districts will be asked to form teams of two to three teachers. The team MUST include a
fourth grade teacher, and/or one middle school teacher and one high school teacher. Therefore, teams
may be composed of two or three teachers. There is a required $100.00 deposit to reserve each



teacher’s membership of the team. It may be paid by the district or the teacher personally. It will be
refunded upon each teacher’s completion of the institute. Personal or district checks will be accepted.

BENEFITS

Each participating district will receive a Wyoming map 144” X 144” Vutek vinyl- Reinforced hems all
sides # 4 grommet in each corner and includes a shipping tube—the floor map will be a perfect size to
use in the classroom. The map is a $1,000.00 value.

Each teacher will receive a $325.00 stipend (1/2 the cost of three credit hours)—may be applied to
credit hours or receive as a stipend.

Housing will be provided at the UW dorms from June 26" to Thursday June 30",
Meal Plan for 15 meals.

PTSB credits may be available.

Welcome reception on Friday, June 26",

REQUIREMENTS

Read the pre-readings before the institute.

Attend all of the sessions.

Participate in the field trips.

Develop grade appropriate lesson plans using the Wyoming giant classroom floor map in the National
Geographic format.

Complete daily evaluations.

Return to their school district to conduct a workshop to help other teachers incorporate the Wyoming
Giant Floor Map in their curriculum.

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:
JUDY KALLAL

WGA COORDINATOR
WGA@BRESNAN.NET
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