
 
 

 
MEMORANDUM NO.  2008 - 072 
 
 
TO:    School District Superintendents 
  School District Human Resource Directors 
 
FROM: Dr. Jim McBride, Superintendent of Public Instruction 

Joe Simpson, Deputy Superintendent of Public Instruction 
  Dianne Frazer, Education Consultant 
  Carol Illian, Title II and V Programs Manager 
 
DATE: May 9, 2008 
 
SUBJECT:  Teacher Certification in Rural K-8 Schools 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 

2008-2009 CERTIFICATION REQUIREMENT 
 

It has recently come to the attention of the Wyoming Department of Education 
(WDE) that a few Wyoming school districts have assigned K-6 Elementary 
certified teachers to teach kindergarten through eighth grade students in rural 
elementary schools during the 2007-2008 school year.  Teachers in every 
school in Wyoming must hold the appropriate certification.  One who teaches 
seventh and eighth grade students must hold certification to teach those 
grades. 
 
Because WDE was not aware of this misassignment situation and had not 
previously notified the affected districts, there will be no consequence for the 
2007-2008 school year.  However, all rural teaching assignments must be 
staffed with appropriately certified teachers for the 2008-2009 school year.  
 
The staffing needs and possibilities vary significantly across Wyoming’s 
districts.  Each affected district will need to explore the available options and 
make certification and staffing decisions that appropriately address the 
district’s unique needs.  For assistance with the process, please contact Dianne 
Frazer at 307-777-3471 or dfraze@educ.state.wy.us  
 
Thank you for your attention to ensuring that all students’ instruction is 
delivered by appropriately certified teachers. 
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