
 

 
 
MEMORANDUM NO. 2008 - 015 
 
 
TO:   School District Superintendents 
 
FROM:  Jim McBride, Ed.D.  
 
DATE:  February 1, 2008 
 
SUBJECT:  Letter to Joint Education Committee and 
   Summary of School Finance Court Decision 
 

 
FOR YOUR INFORMATION 

 
Several superintendents requested that I share with them the 
memorandum that I gave to the Joint Education Committee members on 
Monday, January 28, 2008.  I have attached that memo. 
 
I am also attaching a summary, written by Michael O’Donnell, Wyoming 
Assistant Attorney General, of the recent Supreme Court decision on 
School Finance.  This summary was prepared for the Management 
Council. 
 
If you have questions or need additional information, please contact me. 
 
JM:rew 
 
Attachments:  2 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:        Joint Education Committee 
 
FROM:    Dr. Jim McBride 
 
DATE:   January 28, 2008 
 
RE:        Moving Forward After the Affirmative Decision in Campbell 
 
We are all quite pleased with the recent decision of the Wyoming Supreme Court that the 
school finance system is constitutional.  The Court clearly placed this responsibility in the 
hands of the Legislature, and you are to be commended for the hard work and 
commitment you demonstrated over a process that lasted several years.  During the years 
of intensive school reform, the Legislature set the state on a course to have one of the 
finest education systems in the nation.   
 
The Wyoming Department of Education has had the responsibility to implement your 
work, and we are very aware of certain areas in which we are now statutorily responsible 
to assure that our system remains constitutional. 
 
We have identified below four major areas in which work continues, and will continue 
over the next several years. 
 

1.  Finish studies that were begun by the JEC  
a. At-risk.  Continuing work to evaluate district practices in providing at-risk 

interventions and programs, and provide assistance to districts in 
implementation of these programs.  

b. Career-Technical Education.  Wyoming educators and national experts 
(MPR) have collaborated on a strategic plan to innovate and reform our 
state’s career training programs in K-12 schools.   

c. Resource allocation.  We have completed the first phase of a study to 
review how districts use the resources provided by the block grant, 
consistent with the educational strategies that inform the model.  Phase 2 
of this study will allow us to drill down to actually compare district 
results, with resources allocated, and fidelity to the evidence based model. 
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The JEC has voted to sponsor committee bills to address the at-risk and career 
technical education programs.  WDE requests authorization to complete Phase 2 of 
the resource allocation study. 
 

2. Prepare for recalibration in 2010.  This process should be mapped, with 
information identified and a plan in place to address the most critical economic 
elements of the model.  

 
WDE has begun the process with the issues identified in this memorandum.  We 
expect to provide a plan, complete with timelines prior to the Legislature’s 
adjournment in March 2008. 
 
     3.  Plan for and proceed with the Administrative Hearing process.  The appropriate  
          avenue for districts to air grievances connected to the implementation of the 
          finance model is through the Administrative Hearing process.   
 
It is important to note that WDE does not have resources budgeted for these 
hearings.  Because we have not gone through such a hearing on school finance, we 
have provided a simple estimate of approximately $20,000 per hearing.  The same 
holds true for the School Facilities Commission, which is also subject to an 
administrative hearing should a district appeal a decision of that commission. 
 

4. Complete a technical guide on the administration of the funding model.  This final 
piece would provide districts, WDE, and others with the appropriate roadmap of 
the funding model.  This effort is fairly extensive to begin, and would be updated 
annually to reflect any necessary changes. 

 
We have begun this work, and will provide an outline and timelines during the 
upcoming session. 
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