Wyoming Department of Education

Dr. Jim McBride, Superintendent of Public Instruction
2020 Grand Avenue, Suite 500
Laramie, WY 82070
Phone 307-777-5296  Fax 307-777-6719  Website www.k12.wy.us

MEMORANDUM NO. 2007 - 105

TO: School District Superintendents )
n i
7/ //
FROM: Lesley Wangberg and John Durkee, Co-Directors of ) o
4 ]\ Assessment J
" '\ Standards, Assessment and Accountability Unit
DATE: May 18, 2007

SUBJECT: State Assessment System Updates

Important Information to Share

The Assessment Team at the Wyoming Department of Education held a
Task Force Meeting in April to discuss issues around the administration
of PAWS. Recommendations from the task force for the 2008 PAWS
administration were provided to Dr. McBride. Two significant changes to
PAWS were announced in an April 18t press release:

o A single PAWS test administration window in the spring of 2008
¢ A reduction in the test length and administration time

PAWS test administration window for the 2007-2008 school year will
be:

e March 12-April 16, 2008 for both online and paper/pencil
e April 17, 2008-Packing of materials for return to Harcourt
e April 18, 2008-Shipping of materials

PAWS-ALT administration will remain the same for 2008. The PAWS-
ALT test administration window will be:

e February 4-April 16, 2008
e April 17, 2008-Packing of materials for return to Harcourt
e April 18, 2008-Shipping of materials
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Dates of reports from the 2007 administration are as follows:

e Multiple Choice (MC) reports are currently available

e July 6, 2007-Online reports through Unison

e District, school, class and student reports delivered to the
Harcourt File Center on or before August 10, 2007

e Student and home paper reports delivered to districts August 17,
2007

e July 16, 2007-AYP district results
e August 1, 2007-AYP appeals period ends
e August 6, 2007-AYP public release

The contract for Learnia, a classroom online assessment tool, will be
not be renewed for the 2007-2008 school year. The Wyoming
Department of Education will investigate resources more closely aligned
to Wyoming’s Content Standards and Benchmarks for teachers and
students.

Further updates on PAWS and PAWS-ALT will be provided to you in
August. If you have any questions, please contact Lesley Wangberg at
Ilwangb@educ.state.wy.us or John Durkee at jdurke@educ.state.wy.us.
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