
WHAT ARE STANDARDS?
Standards define what a student should know and be able to do at the end of each grade 
level in every subject. They explain the knowledge, concepts, and skills that students 
should acquire at each grade level. Standards do not define all that can or should 
be taught; they simply outline end-of-year expectations. For example: In science, a 
student should be able to develop a simple model that mimics the function of an animal 
dispersing seeds or pollinating plants by the end of 2nd grade.

WHICH SUBJECTS ARE TIED TO STATE STANDARDS?
In Wyoming, there are currently nine content areas: science, mathematics, language arts, 
health, fine & performing arts, physical education, social studies, career & vocational 
education, and foreign language. Computer science standards are currently in the review 
process and will be added as a new content area to be implemented in 2022. Each area 
has its own set of standards. Current Wyoming Content and Performance Standards can 
be found at edu.wyoming.gov/standards.

WHO HAS AUTHORITY OVER WYOMING’S STANDARDS?
The State Board of Education (SBE) is charged with reviewing and approving the state 
standards.

HOW OFTEN ARE THE CONTENT STANDARDS REVIEWED IN WYOMING?
The state standards are reviewed every nine years at a minimum. The SBE-approved 
calendar for standards review can be found on the Wyoming Department of Education 
website.

WHAT IS THE PROCESS TO CHANGE OR ADOPT NEW STANDARDS IN WYOMING?
When the standards in a content area are up for review, the SBE convenes a committee 
comprised of Wyoming teachers, leaders, post-secondary educators, parents, and 
business and community members. This committee reviews the standards, and makes 
proposed changes to be presented to the Board. Following a 45-day public review, the 
SBE can ask for further review, decide to make changes based on public input, or vote 
to move the standards forward, which triggers a 45-day public comment period. After 
considering all public comments, the SBE votes on whether to recommend the proposed 
standards to the Governor, who then has 75 days to review and sign them.
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FAQ STANDARDS

UPDATED 8/7/2018

https://edu.wyoming.gov/standards
https://edu.wyoming.gov/standards/standards-review/
https://edu.wyoming.gov/standards/standards-review/


WHO HAS AUTHORITY OVER IMPLEMENTATION OF STATE STANDARDS IN WYOMING?
The SBE determines the school year by which new standards are to be fully 
implemented, but local school boards, district and building administrators, and teachers 
determine how they will be implemented. This includes curriculum choices and 
instructional methods.

WHAT IS CURRICULUM?
Curriculum refers to the methods and materials used to deliver instruction related to 
the standards. This includes locally approved textbooks, worksheets, lab kits, novels, 
software programs, and other materials used by teachers.

WHO HAS AUTHORITY OVER CURRICULUM AND INSTRUCTION IN WYOMING?
Local school boards, district and building administrators, and teachers make decisions 
related to curriculum and instruction. Neither Wyoming nor the federal government has 
the authority to make these decisions for school districts.
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