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Passage Accnum: VF656630 Title: Weed Eaters on Hooves Passage Ext. ID: WYR28P22
Passage/Text Type: Literary/Narrative

Weed Eaters on Hooves

1 My dad is an outstanding father—considerate, loving, and lots of fun. He
genuinely believes that having good business sense is a critical life skill and the
earlier someone develops that ability, the easier life will be. So every now and
then he comes up with a plan for starting a business for my sister Amy and me to
own and operate. He does not seem concerned that Amy is in sixth grade, and I
am in eighth grade.

2 When Dad announced his latest idea, starting a mowing business using goats
to eat the grass, Amy’s eyes revealed her doubts. I could see she was holding her
breath, and her yellow, corkscrew curly hair seemed to pop out even farther than
usual. Mom started to giggle.

3 I had terrible visions of smelly goats kicking everything within their reach. I
like cats and dogs, but the idea of going into business with goats as our partners
was making me very uncomfortable. Dad’s plan sounded like a recipe for disaster.

4 “But Dad,” I protested, “I don’t know anything about goats. And don’t forget
that I already have band practice after school, soccer, lots of homework, and
chores.” I could hear my voice getting squeaky as I recited my list of
responsibilities.

5 “This is an extraordinary opportunity, any businessperson’s dream!” Dad
responded. “This is a relatively new idea that’s growing in popularity. Instead of
lawn mowers or huge tractor-pulled mowers, the county and the state are using
herds of goats to clear overgrown fields and trim grass in public places;
townspeople are using them; farmers are using them. There are several
goat-mowing businesses already operating in Cheyenne. With summer only three
months away, you’ll have time to develop your strategy and be ready to accept
your first customers when they need mowers.”

6 By the second week in May, we had acquired several goats that spent their
days roaming around our property. I was beginning to get comfortable with Dad’s
business plan. However, we still had one major problem: no customers.

7 The following week, we had our first customer. Mrs. Jonasen, who lives just
down the road, wanted some land cleared to prevent grass fires from starting.
With goats loaded on the trailer, Dad drove us to Mrs. Jonasen’s property. He
helped Amy and me set up the portable fence and unloaded the goats. We all
watched them happily chomp away on the brush, weeds, and shrubs inside the
fenced area. Amy challenged me to a foot race around the fence as we checked to
make sure it was secure. Once Dad was confident the fence was sturdy and no
goats could escape, we headed back to our house.
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8 We had only been home a few minutes when the phone rang. Dad solemnly
announced that our Mrs. Jonasen was very unhappy because a goat had managed
to slip through the fence and consumed every one of Mrs. Jonasen’s prized lilies.
Since we had to buy new lilies and plant them for Mrs. Jonasen, we were worried
that we would not make a profit.

9 During our family business meeting the following week, Amy and I stood tall
and held our heads high as we reported that we had earned a profit of $298.32
after all expenses, including the lilies. We shook hands all around. Then Dad
completely shocked us. “I have a buyer for your business. You will have even
more money to put aside. Do you want to sell?” Amy’s eyes once again widened,
and she was holding her breath as her curls seemed to be leaping straight out
from her head! Amy and I stared at each other, and I thought, “Goats aren’t so
smelly, after all.” We weren’t sure we were ready to give up our new business.

10 “Thanks for the offer, Dad, but I think we’re going to hang on to this
business for a while,” Amy said. As they both looked at me for a response, I
stared at the goats through our back window. “Sorry, Dad, ‘Weed Eaters on
Hooves’ is not for sale at any price.”
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00 Read the sentence from Paragraph 7.

We all watched them happily chomp away on the brush, weeds,
and shrubs inside the fenced area.

What does the phrase “happily chomp away” suggest about
the goats?

They feel alarmed.

They feel excited.

They feel content.

They feel protected.

A)

B)

C)

D)
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Item Information
Title: Weed Eaters on Hooves

Passage/Text Type: Literary/Narrative
2012 WyCPS Domain: Vocabulary Acquisition and Use

2012 WyCPS Standard: L.8.5a Interpret figures of speech (e.g. verbal irony, puns) in context.
Item Code: VF813924

Admin: Item Type: Correct Answer: Item Dok: Total N-count: Pvalue/Mean Score:
Spring 2014 MC C 2 657 0.623

Score Analysis
MC A B C* D Omit

%Choosing 1.065 29.528 62.253 6.697 0.457

Item Notes
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00 Which detail in the story best explains why Dad encourages his
children to start a business?

Dad believes that having many commitments teaches responsibility.

Dad understands that buying and selling a business can be profitable.

Dad believes life will be easier if a good business sense is acquired.

Dad understands that fulfilling dreams means taking advantage of
good opportunities.

A)

B)

C)

D)
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Item Information
Title: Weed Eaters on Hooves

Passage/Text Type: Literary/Narrative
2012 WyCPS Domain: Key Ideas and Details
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well as inferences drawn from the text.

Item Code: VF813601
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Spring 2014 MC C 1 667 0.576

Score Analysis
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00 What does the narrator do to try to convince Dad that starting a
business is a poor idea?

The narrator reveals a dislike of goats.

The narrator recites a list of current responsibilities.

The narrator explains why the plan will end in disaster.

The narrator mentions discomfort with having goats as business
partners.

A)

B)

C)

D)
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Item Information
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00 Read this sentence from Paragraph 8.

Dad solemnly announced that our Mrs. Jonasen was very unhappy
because a goat had managed to slip through the fence and
consumed every one of Mrs. Jonasen’s prized lilies.

What does the sentence imply about goats?

They can be destructive.

They can solve problems.

They do not like eating grass.

They are not playful animals.

A)

B)

C)

D)
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Item Information
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00 Read this sentence from Paragraph 4.

I could hear my voice getting squeaky as I recited my list of
responsibilities.

What does the sentence reveal about how the narrator feels at this
particular moment?

The narrator is anxious.

The narrator is angry.

The narrator is tired.

The narrator is confused.

A)

B)

C)

D)
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Item Information
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Passage/Text Type: Literary/Narrative
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Item Code: VF813664
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00 In Paragraph 9, why does the family shake “hands all around”?

It is a formal meeting.

It is a family tradition.

They are celebrating their success.

The parents have high expectations of the children.

A)

B)

C)

D)
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Item Information
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Passage/Text Type: Literary/Narrative
2012 WyCPS Domain: Key Ideas and Details

2012 WyCPS Standard: RL.8.1 Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what the text says explicitly, as
well as inferences drawn from the text.

Item Code: VF813842

Admin: Item Type: Correct Answer: Item Dok: Total N-count: Pvalue/Mean Score:
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MC A B C* D Omit
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00 What lesson does the narrator learn from this business experience?

Keep an open mind about new opportunities.

Be prepared for unexpected trouble.

Parents know what is best for their children.

Rely on experience to help with difficulties.

A)

B)

C)

D)

Page 18



Item Information
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Passage/Text Type: Literary/Narrative
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text.
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Admin: Item Type: Correct Answer: Item Dok: Total N-count: Pvalue/Mean Score:
Spring 2014 MC A 3 667 0.826

Score Analysis
MC A* B C D Omit
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00 Which sentence best summarizes the passage?

Two children raise money to open an unusual business.

Two children believe that starting an unusual business is a poor idea.

Two children discover that starting an unusual business is hard work.

Two children learn that operating an unusual business can be
rewarding.

A)

B)

C)

D)
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Item Information
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00 How does making a profit affect the narrator’s opinion toward the
new goat-mowing business?

Making a profit causes the narrator to feel guilty about doubting the
possibilities of the business.

Making a profit influences the narrator to explore other business
opportunities.

The narrator’s opinion remains the same throughout the passage.

The narrator’s opinion changes from reluctant to motivated.

A)

B)

C)

D)
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Item Information
Title: Weed Eaters on Hooves

Passage/Text Type: Literary/Narrative
2012 WyCPS Domain: Key Ideas and Details

2012 WyCPS Standard: RL.8.3 Analyze how particular lines of dialogue or incidents in a story or drama propel the action, reveal
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Score Analysis
MC A B C D* Omit
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00 Read this sentence from Paragraph 3.

I like cats and dogs, but the idea of going into business with goats
as our partners was making me very uncomfortable.

Why does the author include the sentence?

To show that the narrator really likes animals

To characterize Dad as being too optimistic about the goat business

To describe the idea that the narrator and Dad are effective
communicators

To reveal the differences of opinions between the narrator and Dad
about having a business that uses goats

A)

B)

C)

D)
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Item Information
Title: Weed Eaters on Hooves

Passage/Text Type: Literary/Narrative
2012 WyCPS Domain: Key Ideas and Details
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00 Read this sentence from Paragraph 9.

During our family business meeting the following week, Amy and I
stood tall and held our heads high as we reported that we had
earned a profit of $298.32 after all expenses, including the lilies.

What does the phrase “stood tall and held our heads high” reveal
about Amy and the narrator?

They are not sure of what Dad’s reaction will be.

They are proud of their accomplishments.

They understand the meeting will determine their future.

They believe they have not fulfilled Dad’s expectations.

A)

B)

C)

D)
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Item Information
Title: Weed Eaters on Hooves
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