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Passage Accnum: VF657173 Title: Peach-Basket Ball Game Passage Ext. ID: WYR24P20
Passage/Text Type: Informational/Expository

Peach-Basket Ball Game
by Mary Petersen
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1 A cold winter wind blows hard. It stings your face and bites your
fingertips. It’s time to think of something fun to do indoors.

2 It was the winter of 1891. James Naismith was teaching gym class at
a men’s school in Springfield, Massachusetts. The students were tired of
winter. They groaned while doing their exercises. They picked on one
another. They talked too loudly to hear the directions they were given.
Mr. Naismith had to find a way to get their attention.

3 Mr. Naismith asked the school’s janitor for two boxes. He would use
them as goals in a game he had made up. The janitor could only find two
peach baskets.

4 Mr. Naismith nailed the peach baskets to the balcony above the
school’s gym floor. The height was 10 feet. He divided his students into two
teams. One team would try to get the ball into the basket on one side of
the gym. The other team would use the other basket.

Playing Fair

5 Mr. Naismith didn’t give the game a name, but he did have rules for it.

Page 4



Players could not run with the ball. When a player got the ball, he had to
pass it to a teammate right away. Players could not push, trip, or hit one
another. Those who did received a foul. If a team made three fouls in a
row, the other team got a point.

6 There were no holes in the bottoms of the peach baskets. So when a
ball went into the basket, it stayed there. Someone had to climb a ladder to
get the ball out. The first time the game was played, only one point was
scored.

7 Mr. Naismith used a whistle to remind his students to pass the ball.
They kept forgetting that part of the game, so he blew his whistle a lot!

A Popular Sport

8 The students liked the game. They wanted to play it again and again.
They showed other people how to play it too. People made changes to the
original game. For example, the bottoms were cut out of the peach
baskets. After the ball went through, the game kept going.

9 Does this game sound familiar? A few years after it was invented,
James Naismith’s game became known as basketball.

10 A teacher’s idea became the beginning of a popular sport. Now
basketball can be played indoors or outdoors, in summer or winter, by both
boys and girls, and by children and grown-ups everywhere.

© 2005 Highlights for Children, Inc. Columbus, Ohio.
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00 Read this dictionary entry.

peach (pech) n. 1. a type of tree. 2. the fruit of the peach tree.
3. a color that is light pink and yellow.

Based on the dictionary entry, which word has the same
vowel sound as the word “peach”?

Heart

Leaf

Meant

Bear

A

B

C

D
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Item Information
Title: Peach-Basket Ball Game

Passage/Text Type: Informational/Expository
2012 WyCPS Domain: Vocabulary Acquisition and Use

2012 WyCPS Standard: L.4.4c Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find
the pronunciation and determine or clarify the precise meaning of key words and phrases.

Item Code: VF862870

Admin: Item Type: Correct Answer: Item Dok: Total N-count: Pvalue/Mean Score:
Spring 2014 MC B 1 699 0.823

Score Analysis
MC A B* C D Omit

%Choosing 4.292 82.26 10.73 2.575 0.143

Item Notes
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00 Read this sentence from Paragraph 8.

People made changes to the original game.

Which word is a synonym for “original”?

Strange

Best

Lively

First

A

B

C

D
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Item Information
Title: Peach-Basket Ball Game

Passage/Text Type: Informational/Expository
2012 WyCPS Domain: Vocabulary Acquisition and Use

2012 WyCPS Standard: L.4.5c Demonstrate understanding of words by relating them to their opposites (antonyms) and to words
with similar but not identical meanings (synonyms).

Item Code: VF862882

Admin: Item Type: Correct Answer: Item Dok: Total N-count: Pvalue/Mean Score:
Spring 2014 MC D 1 761 0.744

Score Analysis
MC A B C D* Omit

%Choosing 9.724 8.41 6.702 74.376 0.788

Item Notes
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00 According to the passage, what was one of Mr. Naismith’s
basketball rules?

Players could not receive more than one point.

Players could not hit one another.

Players must wait before passing the ball.

Players must run with the ball.

A

B

C

D
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Item Information
Title: Peach-Basket Ball Game

Passage/Text Type: Informational/Expository
2012 WyCPS Domain: Key Ideas and Details

2012 WyCPS Standard: RI.4.1 Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when
drawing inferences from the text.

Item Code: VF862890

Admin: Item Type: Correct Answer: Item Dok: Total N-count: Pvalue/Mean Score:
Spring 2014 MC B 1 761 0.909

Score Analysis
MC A B* C D Omit

%Choosing 2.102 90.933 4.205 2.76 0

Item Notes
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00 Why did Mr. Naismith most likely invent a new game?

He wanted his students to get up and exercise more.

He wanted his students to learn how to work as a team.

His students were unhappy and bored during the winter.

His students were tired of playing other sports.

A

B

C

D
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Item Information
Title: Peach-Basket Ball Game

Passage/Text Type: Informational/Expository
2012 WyCPS Domain: Key Ideas and Details

2012 WyCPS Standard: RI.4.1 Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when
drawing inferences from the text.

Item Code: VF862893

Admin: Item Type: Correct Answer: Item Dok: Total N-count: Pvalue/Mean Score:
Spring 2014 MC C 2 699 0.71

Score Analysis
MC A B C* D Omit

%Choosing 10.73 14.163 70.959 3.433 0.715

Item Notes
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00 Why did Mr. Naismith keep blowing his whistle at the
students?

The students were not scoring any points.

The students could not remember to pass the ball.

The students kept pushing each other.

The students were aiming for the wrong basket.

A

B

C

D
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Item Information
Title: Peach-Basket Ball Game

Passage/Text Type: Informational/Expository
2012 WyCPS Domain: Key Ideas and Details

2012 WyCPS Standard: RI.4.1 Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when
drawing inferences from the text.

Item Code: VF862897

Admin: Item Type: Correct Answer: Item Dok: Total N-count: Pvalue/Mean Score:
Spring 2014 MC B 1 699 0.91

Score Analysis
MC A B* C D Omit

%Choosing 1.717 90.987 4.721 1.574 1.001

Item Notes
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00 Which sentence from the passage best describes the main
idea?

It’s time to think of something fun to do indoors.

James Naismith was teaching gym class at a men’s school in
Springfield, Massachusetts.

Mr. Naismith didn’t give the game a name, but he did have
rules for it.

A teacher’s idea became the beginning of a popular sport.

A

B

C

D
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Item Information
Title: Peach-Basket Ball Game

Passage/Text Type: Informational/Expository
2012 WyCPS Domain: Key Ideas and Details

2012 WyCPS Standard: RI.4.2 Determine the main idea of a text and explain how it is supported by key details; summarize the
text.

Item Code: VF862909

Admin: Item Type: Correct Answer: Item Dok: Total N-count: Pvalue/Mean Score:
Spring 2014 MC D 2 761 0.635

Score Analysis
MC A B C D* Omit

%Choosing 22.47 7.49 6.57 63.469 0

Item Notes
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00 Why did Mr. Naismith use peach baskets in the earliest
games?

The peach baskets were the only objects the janitor could find.

The peach baskets prevented the ball from going through
the bottom.

The peach baskets could be nailed to the balcony of the gym.

The peach baskets could be seen from across the gym.

A

B

C

D
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Item Information
Title: Peach-Basket Ball Game

Passage/Text Type: Informational/Expository
2012 WyCPS Domain: Key Ideas and Details

2012 WyCPS Standard: RI.4.3 Explain events, procedures, ideas, or concepts in a historical, scientific, or technical text, including
what happened and why, based on specific information in the text.

Item Code: VF862927

Admin: Item Type: Correct Answer: Item Dok: Total N-count: Pvalue/Mean Score:
Spring 2014 MC A 2 761 0.812

Score Analysis
MC A* B C D Omit

%Choosing 81.209 7.49 8.673 2.628 0

Item Notes
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00 Based on the passage, what would happen to a player who
tripped another player?

The player would receive a foul.

The player would be taken out of the game.

The player would have to give the ball to the other team.

The player would have to pass the ball to a teammate.

A

B

C

D
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Item Information
Title: Peach-Basket Ball Game

Passage/Text Type: Informational/Expository
2012 WyCPS Domain: Key Ideas and Details

2012 WyCPS Standard: RI.4.3 Explain events, procedures, ideas, or concepts in a historical, scientific, or technical text, including
what happened and why, based on specific information in the text.

Item Code: VF862946

Admin: Item Type: Correct Answer: Item Dok: Total N-count: Pvalue/Mean Score:
Spring 2014 MC A 1 699 0.904

Score Analysis
MC A* B C D Omit

%Choosing 90.415 3.147 2.146 3.29 1.001

Item Notes
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00 Read this journal entry written by one of Mr. Naismith’s
students.

Today was amazing! We played a new game Mr. Naismith
invented for us. We had to toss a ball into a peach basket!
Can you believe it? I had a great time and cannot wait to
play again tomorrow!

How is the journal entry different from the passage?

The journal entry provides specific details about the game.

The journal entry shows that the game is easy to learn.

The journal entry proves that the game is popular.

The journal entry gives personal opinions about the game.

A

B

C

D
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Item Information
Title: Peach-Basket Ball Game

Passage/Text Type: Informational/Expository
2012 WyCPS Domain: Craft and Structure

2012 WyCPS Standard: RI.4.6 Compare and contrast a firsthand and secondhand account of the same event or topic; describe the
differences in focus and the information provided.

Item Code: VF862952

Admin: Item Type: Correct Answer: Item Dok: Total N-count: Pvalue/Mean Score:
Spring 2014 MC D 3 699 0.637

Score Analysis
MC A B C D* Omit

%Choosing 14.735 8.87 12.017 63.662 0.715

Item Notes
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00 What does the picture in the passage help the reader
understand?

How Mr. Naismith felt about playing basketball

Why the students had fun playing basketball

What equipment was used in basketball

Why Mr. Naismith invented basketball

A

B

C

D
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Item Information
Title: Peach-Basket Ball Game

Passage/Text Type: Informational/Expository
2012 WyCPS Domain: Integration of Knowledge and Ideas

2012 WyCPS Standard: RI.4.7 Interpret information presented visually, orally, or quantitatively (e.g., in charts, graphs, diagrams,
time lines, animations, or interactive elements on Web pages) and explain how the information contributes
to an understanding of the text in which it appears.

Item Code: VF862957

Admin: Item Type: Correct Answer: Item Dok: Total N-count: Pvalue/Mean Score:
Spring 2014 MC C 2 761 0.619

Score Analysis
MC A B C* D Omit

%Choosing 8.016 7.49 61.892 21.945 0.657

Item Notes
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00 Which sentence from the passage best shows how the game
of basketball began to spread?

Mr. Naismith had to find a way to get their attention.

He divided his students into two teams.

They wanted to play it again and again.

They showed other people how to play it too.

A

B

C

D
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Item Information
Title: Peach-Basket Ball Game

Passage/Text Type: Informational/Expository
2012 WyCPS Domain: Integration of Knowledge and Ideas

2012 WyCPS Standard: RI.4.8 Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence to support particular points in a text.
Item Code: VF862965

Admin: Item Type: Correct Answer: Item Dok: Total N-count: Pvalue/Mean Score:
Spring 2014 MC D 2 699 0.754

Score Analysis
MC A B C D* Omit

%Choosing 7.439 3.72 12.589 75.393 0.858

Item Notes
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