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Passage Accnum: VF734806 Title: The Magic Tree Passage Ext. ID: WYR23P21
Passage/Text Type: Literary/Narrative

The Magic Tree
by Susan Noyes Anderson

   My best friend is a live oak tree.
  His branches shade and shelter me.
  Beneath these arms of green, each day,
   I come to sit and read and play.

  5 If you look up and squint your eyes,
   think hard of golden butterflies,
   and drink one drop of morning dew,
   you’ll see him smiling down on you.

   Not every grown-up sees his face
10 but Grandpa sees it (just in case
 you don’t believe me) and what’s more;
 around the back, we’ve found a door.

 A tiny door, for elf or gnome,
 or other folk who make a home
15 inside my wondrous, magic tree.
 Each night, they leave a gift . . . for me!

© 2009 Susan Noyes Anderson
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00 Read Line 2 from the poem.

His branches shade and shelter me.

Based on this line, what does the word “shelter” mean?

Divide

Hold

Lead

Cover

A

B

C

D
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Item Information
Title: The Magic Tree

Passage/Text Type: Literary/Narrative
2012 WyCPS Domain: Vocabulary Acquisition and Use

2012 WyCPS Standard: L.3.4a Use sentence-level context as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase.
Item Code: VF814673

Admin: Item Type: Correct Answer: Item Dok: Total N-count: Pvalue/Mean Score:
Spring 2014 MC D 1 732 0.899

Score Analysis
MC A B C D* Omit

%Choosing 2.869 5.055 1.776 89.891 0.41

Item Notes
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00 Read Lines 10 and 11 from the poem.

but Grandpa sees it (just in case
you don’t believe me) and what’s more;

Based on these lines, which word most nearly
means “believe”?

Understand

Suppose

Trust

Expect

A

B

C

D
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Item Information
Title: The Magic Tree

Passage/Text Type: Literary/Narrative
2012 WyCPS Domain: Vocabulary Acquisition and Use

2012 WyCPS Standard: L.3.4a Use sentence-level context as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase.
Item Code: VF814688

Admin: Item Type: Correct Answer: Item Dok: Total N-count: Pvalue/Mean Score:
Spring 2014 MC C 1 741 0.669

Score Analysis
MC A B C* D Omit

%Choosing 25.371 3.914 66.937 3.239 0.54

Item Notes
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00 Read Line 3 from the poem.

Beneath these arms of green, each day,

Which word has the opposite meaning of “beneath” as used
in the line?

Near

End

Above

Within

A

B

C

D
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Item Information
Title: The Magic Tree

Passage/Text Type: Literary/Narrative
2012 WyCPS Domain: Vocabulary Acquisition and Use

2012 WyCPS Standard: L.3.5 Demonstrate understanding of word relationships and nuances in word meanings.
Item Code: VF814681

Admin: Item Type: Correct Answer: Item Dok: Total N-count: Pvalue/Mean Score:
Spring 2014 MC C 2 732 0.788

Score Analysis
MC A B C* D Omit

%Choosing 9.016 3.552 78.825 8.333 0.273

Item Notes
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00 Which question does Stanza 3 answer?

What color is the door?

What is found on the tree?

Who made the door?

Who makes a home in the tree?

A

B

C

D
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Item Information
Title: The Magic Tree

Passage/Text Type: Literary/Narrative
2012 WyCPS Domain: Key Ideas and Details

2012 WyCPS Standard: RL.3.1 Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text, referring explicitly to the text as
the basis for the answers.

Item Code: VF814724

Admin: Item Type: Correct Answer: Item Dok: Total N-count: Pvalue/Mean Score:
Spring 2014 MC B 2 741 0.466

Score Analysis
MC A B* C D Omit

%Choosing 3.644 46.559 16.194 32.524 1.08

Item Notes
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00 Who can see the tree’s face?

An elf and a gnome

The speaker and her grandfather

A grown-up and a butterfly

The speaker and her best friend

A

B

C

D
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Item Information
Title: The Magic Tree

Passage/Text Type: Literary/Narrative
2012 WyCPS Domain: Key Ideas and Details

2012 WyCPS Standard: RL.3.1 Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text, referring explicitly to the text as
the basis for the answers.

Item Code: VF814737

Admin: Item Type: Correct Answer: Item Dok: Total N-count: Pvalue/Mean Score:
Spring 2014 MC B 2 732 0.765

Score Analysis
MC A B* C D Omit

%Choosing 8.88 76.503 5.328 9.016 0.273

Item Notes
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00 What is the main message of the poem?

You can make friends with anyone.

Grown-ups do not see as much as children do.

Playing outside is more fun than playing inside.

Anything is possible if you can imagine it.

A

B

C

D
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Item Information
Title: The Magic Tree

Passage/Text Type: Literary/Narrative
2012 WyCPS Domain: Key Ideas and Details

2012 WyCPS Standard: RL.3.2 Recount stories, including fables, folktales, and myths from diverse cultures; determine the central
message, lesson, or moral and explain how it is conveyed through key details in the text.

Item Code: VF814748

Admin: Item Type: Correct Answer: Item Dok: Total N-count: Pvalue/Mean Score:
Spring 2014 MC D 3 741 0.603

Score Analysis
MC A B C D* Omit

%Choosing 26.451 10.256 2.429 60.324 0.54

Item Notes
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00 Which line from the poem best supports the idea that the tree
is special to the speaker?

I come to sit and read and play.

think hard of golden butterflies,

or other folk who make a home

inside my wondrous, magic tree.

A

B

C

D
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Item Information
Title: The Magic Tree

Passage/Text Type: Literary/Narrative
2012 WyCPS Domain: Key Ideas and Details

2012 WyCPS Standard: RL.3.2 Recount stories, including fables, folktales, and myths from diverse cultures; determine the central
message, lesson, or moral and explain how it is conveyed through key details in the text.

Item Code: VF814753

Admin: Item Type: Correct Answer: Item Dok: Total N-count: Pvalue/Mean Score:
Spring 2014 MC D 3 732 0.444

Score Analysis
MC A B C D* Omit

%Choosing 38.798 10.792 5.738 44.399 0.273

Item Notes
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00 Why does the speaker include Grandpa in the poem?

To show the speaker is being truthful

To prove gifts are left each night

To explain where the speaker goes each day

To describe what the face of the tree looks like

A

B

C

D
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Item Information
Title: The Magic Tree

Passage/Text Type: Literary/Narrative
2012 WyCPS Domain: Key Ideas and Details

2012 WyCPS Standard: RL.3.3 Describe characters in a story (e.g., their traits, motivations, or feelings) and explain how their
actions contribute to the sequence of events.

Item Code: VF814758

Admin: Item Type: Correct Answer: Item Dok: Total N-count: Pvalue/Mean Score:
Spring 2014 MC A 3 741 0.516

Score Analysis
MC A* B C D Omit

%Choosing 51.552 10.796 9.987 27.395 0.27

Item Notes
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00 Read Lines 3 and 4 from the poem.

Beneath these arms of green, each day,
I come to sit and read and play.

What do “arms of green” represent?

The colored door of a home

The warm arms of a grandfather

The leafy branches of a tree

The magical arms of an elf

A

B

C

D
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Item Information
Title: The Magic Tree

Passage/Text Type: Literary/Narrative
2012 WyCPS Domain: Craft and Structure

2012 WyCPS Standard: RL.3.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, distinguishing literal from
nonliteral language.

Item Code: VF814762

Admin: Item Type: Correct Answer: Item Dok: Total N-count: Pvalue/Mean Score:
Spring 2014 MC C 2 741 0.881

Score Analysis
MC A B C* D Omit

%Choosing 2.294 4.453 88.124 4.453 0.675

Item Notes
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00 How does Stanza 4 build upon Stanza 3?

Stanza 4 describes what the speaker finds in Stanza 3.

Stanza 4 explains how the speaker feels in Stanza 3.

Stanza 4 shows where the speaker is in Stanza 3.

Stanza 4 proves what the speaker sees in Stanza 3.

A

B

C

D
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Item Information
Title: The Magic Tree

Passage/Text Type: Literary/Narrative
2012 WyCPS Domain: Craft and Structure

2012 WyCPS Standard: RL.3.5 Refer to parts of stories, dramas, and poems when writing or speaking about a text, using terms
such as chapter, scene, and stanza; describe how each successive part builds on earlier sections.

Item Code: VF814821

Admin: Item Type: Correct Answer: Item Dok: Total N-count: Pvalue/Mean Score:
Spring 2014 MC A 3 732 0.296

Score Analysis
MC A* B C D Omit

%Choosing 29.645 20.902 19.126 29.781 0.546

Item Notes
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00 Which of these would the speaker of the poem most likely
believe?

Butterflies like to be near trees.

Reading in the shade can be hard.

Anyone can enjoy the company of a tree.

Doing the same thing every day can become boring.

A

B

C

D

Page 25



Item Information
Title: The Magic Tree

Passage/Text Type: Literary/Narrative
2012 WyCPS Domain: Craft and Structure

2012 WyCPS Standard: RL.3.6 Distinguish their own point of view from that of the narrator or those of the characters.
Item Code: VF814829

Admin: Item Type: Correct Answer: Item Dok: Total N-count: Pvalue/Mean Score:
Spring 2014 MC C 3 732 0.533

Score Analysis
MC A B C* D Omit

%Choosing 26.093 7.24 53.279 12.978 0.41

Item Notes
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00 What does the picture help the reader to understand?

The thoughts of the speaker

The mood of the poem

The problem of the speaker

The setting of the poem

A

B

C

D
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Item Information
Title: The Magic Tree

Passage/Text Type: Literary/Narrative
2012 WyCPS Domain: Integration of Knowledge and Ideas

2012 WyCPS Standard: RL.3.7 Explain how specific aspects of a text’s illustrations contribute to what is conveyed by the words in
a story (e.g., create mood, emphasize aspects of a character or setting).

Item Code: VF814839

Admin: Item Type: Correct Answer: Item Dok: Total N-count: Pvalue/Mean Score:
Spring 2014 MC D 2 741 0.683

Score Analysis
MC A B C D* Omit

%Choosing 14.035 14.44 2.834 68.286 0.405

Item Notes
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