WYOMING SCHOOL ACCOUNTABILITY 

(October 30, 2013)

HIGH SCHOOL EQUITY SUBGROUP FOR THE 2013-14 SCHOOL YEAR

The purpose of the equity component of the Wyoming school accountability system is to promote the academic progress of lower performing students. In 2014 the high school equity indicator will be different than the indicator used in 2013. Specifically, the students who are in grade 11 during the 2013-14 school year were measured on the PLAN test last year, during the 2012-13 school year, when they were in grade 10. This permits the equity measure to reflect achievement progress during 2013-14 for students with low scores on the 2012-13 PLAN subject area tests for reading and math. A consolidated subgroup will be established. Membership in this group will be established based upon a student’s performance on the subject area tests in mathematics and reading on the 2012-13 PLAN test. Any student with low performance on either the mathematics subject area test or the reading subject area test or both the mathematics and reading subject area tests will become members of the consolidated subgroup. Scale scores below 17 on the 2012-13 PLAN math subject area test and/or below 16 on the 2012-13 PLAN reading subject area test will be placed in the high school consolidated subgroup. 

Minimum n rules for the consolidated subgroup are presently under investigation and changes are anticipated prior to next year. The minimum n in 2012-13 was 15 but it is anticipated that the minimum n will be lower in 2013-14. Once the minimum n is established, school districts will be notified in the WDE Assessment Update.

The equity score for a school will be a score that shows progress against a specific benchmark from 2012-13 to 2013-14 for students in the consolidated subgroup. The benchmark will be a measure of statewide performance of all students on the respective tests. More details about this will be forthcoming. 

This information is being provided now so that high schools are able to ensure that students in the consolidated subgroup are receiving appropriate services and opportunity to learn.
