Idea/Organization Activity

Book Title:  Pooh’s Honey Tree

Author:  Isabel Gaines

Genre:  First Reader

Summary:  For generations, parents and teachers have shared the adventures of Winnie the Pooh with children.  With this simple, engaging version, children can read the adventures of Winnie on their own.

Grade Level:  Elementary

Time Required:  20 minutes

Materials/Preparation Needed:  Book, journals.

What to do:

1. Read aloud the book with expression.

2. Have children talk about the graphic enclosed depicting the way a story is built—with a bump in the story.

3. Let children brainstorm a problem—the bump in the story--for Winnie the Pooh to try to solve.  Let them use the opening few pages just as they are and then create a new scenario involving Pooh and Christopher Robin and the bees.  

4. Divide up the text you’ve written together in Interactive Writing so each pair of children have one or two pages to work on printing and illustrating.  Create a class book to send on circulation to parents.  I like to put the writing standards inside the front cover (attached) and a sign up sheet for parents inside the back flap.  This way parents get to see evidence of kids’ writing and learn about the traits of writing and the writing process explicated in the standards.
First Grade

This assignment meets the following first grade standards and benchmarks:

Students use the writing process for personal/practical needs.

Students develop the six traits of writing:

Idea

Organization

Voice

Sentence Fluency

Word Choice

Conventions (moves beyond phonetic spelling to conventional spelling and edits for capitalization/punctuation with guidance)

Students use various types of writing.

Students write a variety of sentences.

Students demonstrate legibility:

Use spacing between words

Form most letters legibly

Write pieces that others and self can read

