Organization Activity

Book Title:  Once a Mouse …

Author:  Marcia Brown

Genre:  Picture Book Fable

Summary:  A hermit knows the kind of magic that can turn a small mouse into a cat, a dog, even a majestic tiger. Until one day the mouse gets too big for the hermit’s comfort. 

Grade Level:  Primary/Intermediate

Time Required:  20 minutes 

Materials/Preparation Needed:  The book.  Journals and pens/pencils.  

What to do:

1. Read aloud the book.

2. Make text-to-text connections with other fables or fairy tales that have this same kind of moral of the story. The Fisherman’s Wife comes to mind.

3. Fill in a sequence chain using the transition words:  First, Then, Later, Next, And, Then, Last…  The very ending is the resolution:  In conclusion, the hermit turned the mouse back into a mouse.

Sequence Chain


This story is about a hermit who rescues a mouse from a hungry crow.





First, 





Then, 





Third, 





Next, 





And





In conclusion …








