Convention Activity

Book Title:  Koala Lou

Author:  Mem Fox

Genre:  Picture Book

Summary:  This little tale is so real to children—a koala bear seeks to be sure that her mother really loves her.  She figures out a way to hear those dear words:  “Koala Lou, I do love you.”  She enters in a contest, figuring that if she wins, her mother will reassure her of the love she craves. Of course, Koala Lou doesn’t win first place, but her mother says the words anyway, proof that you don’t have to do or be anything special to have a mother’s love.

Grade Level:  Early elementary

Time Required:  20 minutes

Materials/Preparation Needed:  Book, journal, pencil/pen.

What to do:

1. Read the book aloud.

2. Ask students to notice the conventions of dialogue, how to punctuate quotation marks and the appropriate commas, etc.  

3. Ask students to think of a story like this one—an animal seeks to get a parent’s approval maybe.  Then think of a rhyming set of lines like:  “Koala Lou, I do love you.”  This rhyme would be in quotation marks and repeated throughout the text.
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