Understanding Children
who are Deafblind and/or
have Multiple Disabilities

through Child-guided

Assessment Strategies
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Problems in assessment of individuals with
deafblindness

O Tests that measure prior knowledge are not accurate measures




Problems In assessment

O Unfamiliar settings, materials, and people
stress the child and lower performance

O Difficulties in communication or social
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Assessment should:

O Address interdependent development

O Look at the environmental and biological
Influences on child development




van Dijk Approach to Assessment:

O Addresses the underlying processes involved in learning
including




General Guidelines

O Prior to the Assessment

O Talk to parents/caregivers to obtain information on
child’s interests, preferences, etc.

O Observe child while talking to parents/caregivers




General Guidelines (cont.)

O Establishing a Routine

O Imitate what the child does in a turn-taking
exchange to “start a conversation”

O Use the turn-taking exchange to establish a
pleasuladpie TOULITNC




General Guidelines (cont.)

O Modifying a Routine After it’s Established

O Add another step (only one sensory modality at a time)
to see if child will imitate the step

O Insert a “mismatch” to observe the child’s ability to
anticipate the routine and discern changes

O Assess problem solving by







Recognition/Memory Tasks:
Hierarchy of Responding

O Arousal
O Orienting Response

O Encode Information







Arousal and biobehavioral state

O Arousal Is produced In response to sensory
stimulation and the inner needs of the child

O In response to unneeded or unwanted




Arousal and biobehavioral state




Biobehavioral states

OQuiet sleep: cenerally unresponsive, smooth

regular respirations, occasional startles, lack of body
activity, facial and eye movements

OActive Sleep: (REM) More body activity,
irrec espiration, movements of eye facew
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Biobehavioral States

O Active Alert: Much body activity, irregular




Biobehavioral state




Orienting Response

O Direction of attention that may be seen
In focusing of the eyes, attention to
sound, and interest in textures or
smells. Head, eyes, ears and/or nose
directed toward a stimulus




Orienting Response




Learning Channels

O How does the individual take In
iInformation?

O How does the individual react to sound?




Approach-Withdrawal




Habituation

O Stopping of unnecessary responding to a
stimulus that has been interpreted or
recognized as neutral or familiar.




Habituation and stimulus function

O It allows cognitive attention to switch to an incoming
stimulus or to a stimulus with signaling or reinforcing
value




Scheme Development

O Visual, auditory, tactual stimuli are
Integrated and associated with
experiences

O Schemes are developed and each new




Learning Sequences

O Associate a preceding event with one that
follows

O Anticipate the next step and activate
previously learned schemes




Memory and Learning

O Does the individual habituate to
familiar stimuli?

O How long, how how many
presentation are necessary before




Memory and Learning

O Does the individual appear to have object permanence?

O Does the the individual associate a preceding event with




Memory and Learning




Interactions

O Does the individual orient to a person?

O Does the individual exhibit secure
attachment with important individuals in
his/her life?




Communication




Communication

O When given options, does the individual
make choices?

O Does the individual use conventional
gestures?




Problem Solving

O Does the individual demonstrate cause and effect?




Problem Solving




Fidelity and Reliability Study




Observer 1): 35-100




Data Reliability
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