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The case of Iris
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General Guidelines

We will follow Iris to demonstrate the process of
functional assessment.

Prior to the Assessment

® Talk to parents/caregivers to obtain information
on child’s interests, preferences, etc.

® Observe child while talking to parents/caregivers
® Process Is guided by the child’s interests

® Start by following the child’s interests and
movements

® Adapt to child’s level, interests, and emotions

o
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Beginning the Assessment:

® Assess Iin an environment that is comfortable
and/or familiar to child. In this case the
assessment took place in the child’s home.
The assessment was carried out mainly by
the mother, with guidelines from Dr. van Dijk.
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Domains

In this assessment, we were interested Iin learning
more about Iris’ abilities in the following Domains:

(social) relationships with her mother, teacher
and sisters

Interaction and communication
preferred sensory learning channel(s)
anticipation of certain events

neuro-biological states
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problem solving skills

fine and gross motor skills

orienting behavior toward new events
Imitation skills

understanding of a course of events - a routine.
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Domain 1 — Relationship:

The teacher has just arrived. She makes herself

known by letting Iris play with the necklace
which Is the teacher's special object of
reference.

Notice the affectionate bond between the two.






Welcome to the World of Deafblindness

Domain 2 — Interaction:

Observe in the following clip how teacher and
child “meet each other with their eyes.”
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In the next clip, you can observe that Iris is
Interested in a visualtask. (Domain 3 -
preferred sensory channel)

Iris looks to mother’s face for approval.
(Domain 2 - interaction)

When Iris encounters difficulties she does not
get angry. (Domain 5 -neurobiological state)
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Iris learns with a little bit of help to solve the
problem of turning the pieces of the jig-saw
puzzle (Domain 6 - problem solving).

Observe the adequate fine motor skill (Domain 7).
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Iris also shows that she understands the course
of events (a routine) by taking the puzzle to

the corner where it belongs.
(Domain 10 understanding of a course of

events - a routine.)
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Domain 7: fine and gross motor skills

As it can be observed, Iris shows in making the
puzzle that her eye-hand coordination is a rather
well established. (Domain 7)
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Domain 4: anticipation of certain events

A very important aspect of learning is
demonstrated Iin the following clip. This is
anticipation. By selecting the key of the toy

box, Iris shows that she is able to think ahead.
(Domain 4)
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Domain 5: neuro-biological states

When Iris puts a block in the compartment she
waves It good bye. She pretends that the block

IS a person. This Is an important precursor for
symbolic development. (Domain 5)
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Domain 1: (social) relationships

During snack time we can observe Iris’ social
behaviour again. Without any prompting, she
offers her little sister a cookie. (Domain 1)
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Domain 8: orienting behavior toward new events

Iris has a cochlear implant, but her consequent
responses to sound is not well established yet.

The sonorous voice of the assessor IS new for
her. When he speaks the word “koekje,” Iris
orients herself to this new stimulus. (Domain 8)
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Domain 9: imitation skills (1)

Iris attempt to /mitate the assessor's mouth
movements (Domain 9) can well be observed
In the following clip.
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Domain 9: imitation skills (2)

In the next clip, you can observe how Iris
Imitates the combing of the hair of the doll.
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In the following clip, you can observe how Iris
Imitates the action she has observed of adults
taking pictures.
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The 10 Domains

The 10 domains constitutes essential aspects of
learning and behaviour. (see Nelson, Van Dijk ,
McDonell & Thompson, 2002) on which the
Individual Educational Plan (IEP) can be built.

We have designed such a plan for Iris and we
would like to show a part of it.
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Assessment expertise

The van Dijk Approach to assessing children or
adults with multiple disabilities is unique, but it can
be successfully implemented after a relatively
short pericd of training.

’ Please direct requests for training to me. Materials
can be ocbtained in the Webshop.

Read More

Webcast Child Guided Assessment

Rick wan Dijk is the oldest son of tha
first authar of the website

As you can read in the section Actual News, | have
visited Parking School for the Blind in Ociober 2010.

Paople who walch me assess a child

wwwi.drjanvandijk.org. Rick had been
asked to parficipate in the
development of the website becausa
of his exparisa in Sign Language

S\
T and his genuine interast in deaf

persans with multiple disabilities.

Unfortunately, soon after the wabsite was launchad,
Rick became sariously ill and had to to divide his
tima batween different treatments and finishing his
Ph.D. dissertation. He graduated in his house three
weaks prior 1o his death on April, 17, 2012, He was
only 45 years ald.

Completing his docioral siudy meant a lot io Rick; he
considared his research o be the footprint of his
existance on this earth.

)

with multiple disabilities often wander

about the structure of my approach.

They know | iry to “follow the child,”

but the diraction this process takes is
sometimes unclear.

A guidebook/manual with double DVDs has recently
been published, called Child-guided Strategies: The
Van Dijk Approach to Assessmant For Understanding
Children and Youth with Sensaory Impairments and
Multiple Disabiliies (2010).

The assessment's aight dormains are well described,
and clear suggestions ara given for writing an
assessment summary and designing a child’s
Individual Educational Plan (IEP). One of the
accompanying DVDs dernonstrates the assessments
of 3 childreén with multiple impairmeants.

Prior o a course and demonsiration an my
assassment techniques, | was interviewad for a
wabcast on this fopic by a very professional feam. |
am happy to inform you can view this webcast

The wabcast chaptars ara:

Introduction

The Domains of Van Dijk Assessmant

. Behavioral State

. Orienting Responsa

Channel of Learning
ApproachiWithdrawal

Mamory and Anticipation

Social Interaction and Problam-Salving
The Advantages of Van Dijk Assessment
Insight Gained From Assassmant

| Viskch Webceat |

SR@ENEMEDMN~

=t

Login

Username
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www.drjanvandijk.or

Articles:

® Deafblindness general
® Syndromes

® Challenging Behaviour
® Assessment

Webcasts

® Child guided Assessment
® Role of the Emotional Brain

Actual News - weblog
Webshop

Community (Parent Support Group, Mirror Neurons Group)

o
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Discussion



	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	General Guidelines�
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Domains
	Slide Number 7
	Domain 1 – Relationship:
	Slide Number 9
	Domain 2 – Interaction:
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Domain 4: anticipation of certain events
	Slide Number 18
	Domain 5: neuro-biological states
	Slide Number 20
	Domain 1: (social) relationships
	Slide Number 22
	Domain 8: orienting behavior toward new events
	Slide Number 24
	Domain 9: imitation skills (1)
	Slide Number 26
	Domain 9: imitation skills (2)
	Slide Number 28
	Slide Number 29
	Slide Number 30
	The 10 Domains
	Slide Number 32
	Slide Number 33
	End 

