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Individual Education Plan
(IEP) of Iris

Iris 1s a child with Charge Syndrome.

Age at time of assessment: 3;1 years.
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About Iris

Iris has a moderate visual impairment, because
of bi lateral Colomboma’s.

Iris has a severe neural-sensory hearing
Impairment.
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Functional assessment and IEP

A few examples on how on the basis of
functional assessment an IEP can be designed.

Domains:

1. Social Relationship — Statements

2. Interaction & Communication — Statements

3. Preferred Sensory Learning Channels — Statements
4. Anticipation of Certain Events - Statements
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Domain 1: Social Relationship - Statements

Iris enjoys the attention of other people, but
does not discriminate between them.

Iris shows very clear affection toward her
mother and older sister.

Iris finds security with familiar people.
Iris gives people eye contact.

Iris’ social behavior is rather poorly developed
for a 3 year old child.

o



Welcome to the World of Deafblindness

Correct statements

Iris shows very clear affection toward her
mother and older sister.

Iris finds security with familiar people.

Iris gives people eye contact.
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Suggestions & Recommendations

By learning sign language, the whole family
can be involved In Iris’ social development.

Iris’ appropriate social behavior is due to
mother’s appropriate sensitive
responsiveness.

Teach Iris’ sisters how to play with her.
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Domain 2: Interaction & Communication -
Statements

Mother and Iris influence each other’s behavior
In a variety of ways.

Mother knows what Iris wants from her.
Iris Is aware of what mother wants from her.
Iris and mother “follow each other’s thoughts”.

Iris understands that a sign “carries” meaning.

o
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Correct Statements

Mother and Iris influence each other’s
behavior In a variety of ways.

Mother knows what Iris wants from her.
Iris I1s aware of what mother wants from her.

Iris and mother “follow each other’s
thoughts”.

Iris understands that a sign “carries”
meaning.
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Suggestions & Recommendations

Support Iris’ communication development, by
encouraging her to use sign language.

It would be a good idea for deaf people who
have learned sign language as their first

language to teach the family Sign Language of
the Netherlands.
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Suggestions & Recommendations (cont’d)

At times during the day, communicate with
Iris in Signhed Dutch. (simultaneous use of
spoken words and signs)

Make memory books, introduce a calendar
system, and tell stories in sign language, to
further stimulate Iris’ communication.

Continue training in effective use of the
cochlear implant.
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Domain 3: Preferred Sensory Learning
Channels - Statements

Iris prefers to explore objects by touching
them.

Iris learns by listening to speech.

Iris prefers to explore and manipulate
things visually, with tactual support.

Iris likes to look at pictures and watch
people draw.

Iris prefers an environment with high
contrast.

o
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Correct Statements

Iris prefers to explore and manipulate things
visually, with tactual support.

Iris likes to look at pictures and watch people
draw.

Iris prefers an environment with high
contrast.
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Suggestions & Recommendations

Help Iris develop concepts of the world
around her, by providing her with high
contrast pictures that have as little
“crowding” as possible (not too many
pictures close together)

Give Iris time to inspect things visually, with
support from her sense of touch.

Show and discuss video recorded fairy tales
In Sign Language.

Give Iris opportunities to draw and to paint.

o
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Domain 4: Anticipation of Certain Events -
Statements

Iris has a clear i1dea about the course of an
event.

Iris “thinks ahead”. She plans an activity In
her head.

Iris acts impulsively.

Iris behaviour is determined by things she
happens to see.

o
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Correct Statements

Iris has a clear idea about the course of an
event.

Iris “thinks ahead”. She plans an activity In
her head.

Iris’ mind is “tuned” up when she carries out
an activity.
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Suggestions & Recommendations

Play games with Iris, and encourage her to
make “the next move”.

Give Iris the opportunity to prepare her
clothes for a rainy day.

Use a calendar system with Iris.

Set the table together with Iris. Encourage
her to think about what little Laura needs
(such as a drinking bottle) and what her dad
needs (such as a drinking glass).

o
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Assessment expertise

The van Dijk Approach to assessing children or
adults with multiple disabilities is unique, but it can
be successfully implemented after a relatively
short pericd of training.

’ Please direct requests for training to me. Materials
can be ocbtained in the Webshop.

Read More

Webcast Child Guided Assessment

Rick wan Dijk is the oldest son of tha
first authar of the website

As you can read in the section Actual News, | have
visited Parking School for the Blind in Ociober 2010.

Paople who walch me assess a child

wwwi.drjanvandijk.org. Rick had been
asked to parficipate in the
development of the website becausa
of his exparisa in Sign Language

S\
T and his genuine interast in deaf

persans with multiple disabilities.

Unfortunately, soon after the wabsite was launchad,
Rick became sariously ill and had to to divide his
tima batween different treatments and finishing his
Ph.D. dissertation. He graduated in his house three
weaks prior 1o his death on April, 17, 2012, He was
only 45 years ald.

Completing his docioral siudy meant a lot io Rick; he
considared his research o be the footprint of his
existance on this earth.

)

with multiple disabilities often wander

about the structure of my approach.

They know | iry to “follow the child,”

but the diraction this process takes is
sometimes unclear.

A guidebook/manual with double DVDs has recently
been published, called Child-guided Strategies: The
Van Dijk Approach to Assessmant For Understanding
Children and Youth with Sensaory Impairments and
Multiple Disabiliies (2010).

The assessment's aight dormains are well described,
and clear suggestions ara given for writing an
assessment summary and designing a child’s
Individual Educational Plan (IEP). One of the
accompanying DVDs dernonstrates the assessments
of 3 childreén with multiple impairmeants.

Prior o a course and demonsiration an my
assassment techniques, | was interviewad for a
wabcast on this fopic by a very professional feam. |
am happy to inform you can view this webcast

The wabcast chaptars ara:

Introduction

The Domains of Van Dijk Assessmant

. Behavioral State

. Orienting Responsa

Channel of Learning
ApproachiWithdrawal

Mamory and Anticipation

Social Interaction and Problam-Salving
The Advantages of Van Dijk Assessment
Insight Gained From Assassmant

| Viskch Webceat |

SR@ENEMEDMN~

=t

Login

Username
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www.drjanvandijk.or

Articles:

® Deafblindness general
® Syndromes

® Challenging Behaviour
® Assessment

Webcasts

® Child guided Assessment
® Role of the Emotional Brain

Actual News - weblog
Webshop

Community (Parent Support Group, Mirror Neurons Group)
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Discussion
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