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A negative term
Madison felt people would be 
flexible and vote according to their 
interests
Factions would be many in number, 
but these factions would be 
comprised of a small number of 
members.
Did not see political parties as a 
natural progression of this new 
government
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This new union was to protect the 
people by “its tendency to break and 
control the violence of faction”
Popular Governments (Democracies) 
fail due to “instability, injustice, and 
confusion”, and “measures are too 
often decided, not according to the 
rules of justice and the rights of 
the minor party, but by the superior 
force of an interested and 
overbearing majority”.
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To put into historical 
perspective, the founders were 
extremely concerned with the 
potential of border wars among 
the states, skirmishes that were 
happening between the states 
and a little thing called “Shays’
Rebellion”
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State Governments and the Articles 
of Confederation were not 
protecting the interests of the 
nation.

The Articles of Confederation were 
not enforceable

Economic hardships made the states 
and people react in negative ways.

State Governments and the Articles 
of Confederation were not 
protecting the interests of the 
nation.

The Articles of Confederation were 
not enforceable

Economic hardships made the states 
and people react in negative ways.



Faction definedFaction defined

“By a faction, I understand a number 
of citizens, whether amounting to a 
majority or a minority of the whole, 
who are  united and actuated by some 
common impulse of passion, or of 
interest, adversed to the rights of 
other citizens, or to the permanent 
and aggregate interests of the 
community”
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1. Remove its causes
A. Destroy Liberty
B. Make everyone think and act 

the same.
“As long as the reason of man continues 
fallible, and he is at liberty to exercise 
it, different opinions will be formed.”
“The Diversity in the faculties of men”. 
“The protection of these faculties is the 
first object of government”. 
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So, we must control its effects! 
Two ways, first..

A. “If a faction consists of less than a 
majority…”

B. “It may clog the administration, it 
may convulse the society; but it 
will be unable to execute and mask 
its violence under the forms of the 
Constitution”

C. Example, 1994 Prayer in Schools 
Amendment Proposal.
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This is the biggest concern of 
democracies - the passions of 
the majority that are not 
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Democracies do not work.

a well constructed Republic 
can control majority factions. 
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A RepublicA Republic

“to refine and enlarge the public 
views by passing them through the 
medium of a chosen body of citizens”

Cannot not be too small a number 
nor too large a number, it has to be 
just right.

This in effect controls the extremes 
in ideology and bad men.
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and extent of territory which may be 
brought within the compass of 
republican than of democratic 
government; and it is this 
circumstance principally which 
renders factious combinations less 
to be dreaded in the former than in 
the later”.
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The extremes of different 
factions will not become a 
majority, but will be moderated 
by the middle ground through 
consensus and negotiation. 
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Control by a series of filters -- a 
scientific equation.
Communications decency Act of 
1995
Reno v ACLU, 1997
A Series of Filters to control 
Faction through Representation and 
responsibilities, term of office, 
numbers in each branch, who 
elects/nominates, Enfranchisement
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“And according to the degree 
of pleasure and pride we feel in 
being republicans, ought to be 
our zeal in cherishing the spirit 
and supporting the character 
of Federalists.”
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