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Session Topics: 

• HHFKA Provision 242 

• Resource Vision 

• USDA Food Connect 

• Stakeholder Perspectives: 

• Recipient Agency 

• Industry 

 

 



• Examine SFAs’ access to accurate nutrition information 

for commercial products and USDA Foods 

• Explore ways for schools to create high quality 

specifications for bids 

• Provide recommendations for policy and funding to effect 

change to Congress 

Healthy Hunger-Free Kids Act (HHFKA) 

Provision 242 Update 



• Examine SFAs’ access to accurate nutrition 

information for commercial products and USDA 

Foods 

• Special Nutrition Operations Study 

• Request for Information 

• Focus Groups 

Healthy Hunger-Free Kids Act (HHFKA) 

Provision 242 Update 



• The availability of nutrition, ingredient and allergen 

information is scattered, cumbersome and time 

consuming to obtain.  

• Primary sources for nutritional information were from 

manufacturers’ websites and labels from boxes.  

HHFKA Provision 242 Research Results: 



• School Nutrition Program Operators desire nutrition 

information on products prior to purchasing. 

• School Nutrition Program Operators desire specific 

product information for all foods to include nutrition 

information, ingredient listing and allergens in a 

consistent, standardized and centralized format.  

HHFKA Provision 242 Research Results: 



Other Resources 

Provision 242 Resource Vision 

USDA 
Food 

Connect AMS & 
FSA 

USDA 
Vendors 

FNS Guidance  

SFAs 

Commercial 
Bid 

Companies 

Commercial 
Vendors 

Processors 

FDA 
Nutrition Label 

Legislative 
Support 

AMS 
Funding Streams 

for Nutrition 
Software and 

Audits 

SDA- SPA 

FNS 



• Provide 

recommendations for 

legislative changes to 

Congress… 

• Continue to work with 

AMS and other 

stakeholders to put 

things in place. 

HHFKA Section 242 Update 



USDA Food Connect USDA Food Connect - www.foodconnect.gov 



USDA Food Connect USDA Food Connect - www.foodconnect.gov 



USDA Food Connect USDA Food Connect - www.foodconnect.gov 

USDA has developed a web 
portal for California Schools 
 
CA DOE will be pointing CA 
schools to Food Connect for 
locating competitive foods 



USDA Food Connect USDA Food Connect - www.foodconnect.gov 

Standard search engine 

Available to all schools 



USDA Food Connect USDA Food Connect - www.foodconnect.gov 

John to add more screen shots… 

Find Products Using the 
Categories and Classes 
Search Engine 



USDA Food Connect USDA Food Connect - www.foodconnect.gov 

John to add more screen shots… 



USDA Food Connect USDA Food Connect - www.foodconnect.gov 

John to add more screen shots… 

Advanced Search Criteria 
Key Word Search by Product 
Name, Description, Ingredients 

Special Product Types: 

• Kosher 

• Organic 

• Whole Grain 

• Nutritional Information 

• Allergens 

• CN Number 

• Product Codes 

• USDA Foods/WBSCM # 

• Vendor Name 

 



USDA Food Connect USDA Food Connect - www.foodconnect.gov 

John to add more screen shots… 

Advanced Search 

Use a Key Word 

Name: Cheese Pizza 

 



USDA Food Connect USDA Food Connect - www.foodconnect.gov 

John to add more screen shots… 

Compare Products 

Nutritionally compare 
similar products from 
different suppliers 

Compare 5 products 
at a time 



USDA Food Connect USDA Food Connect - www.foodconnect.gov 

For an “apples” to 
“apples” comparison 

• Convert products to a 
50 or 100 gram sample 

• Select the nutrient 
values of interest and 
compare 

Side-By-Side 



USDA Food Connect USDA Food Connect - www.foodconnect.gov 

John to add more screen shots… 

Results are: 

• Highlighted 

• Sorted in Ascending 

or Descending order 



USDA Food Connect - www.foodconnect.gov USDA Food Connect - www.foodconnect.gov 

Search Results 
• Product UPC 

• CN Labeled? 

Yes or No 

• Product Name 

• Supplier 

• Fact Sheets 

• USDA 
Standard/Spec. 



USDA Food Connect - www.foodconnect.gov 

Click the ICON and 
View vendor 
POS/Fact Sheets: 

Select the Fact 
Sheet Icon 

 



USDA Food Connect - www.foodconnect.gov 

View 
Product 
Details 



USDA Food Connect - www.foodconnect.gov 



USDA Food Connect - www.foodconnect.gov 

USDA Foods 
Information 

CN Label Data 



USDA Food Connect - www.foodconnect.gov 

Packaging and 
Storage Data 



USDA Food Connect USDA Food Connect - www.foodconnect.gov 



USDA Food Connect USDA Food Connect - www.foodconnect.gov 



USDA Food Connect USDA Food Connect - www.foodconnect.gov 



USDA Food Connect USDA Food Connect - www.foodconnect.gov 

An RA may download data to a 
standard format 



USDA Food Connect 

Proposed Development 

 Connect to: 

 Third party bidding and “tool” software vendors. 

 Third party data providers – GS 1 Data Pool. 

 Third party menu planners (if applicable). 

 RAs – download data by standard data format 

USDA Food Connect - www.foodconnect.gov 



USDA Food Connect 

Proposed Development 

 Child Nutrition Labeling Program: 

 Connect with the “new” FSIS online application web site 

 On-line request for CN numbers. 

 Download mock CN Labels - - by vendor (with watermark). 

USDA Food Connect - www.foodconnect.gov 



USDA Food Connect 

Proposed Development 

 Child Nutrition Labeling Program: 

 Track Labels 

 Retrieve  Label 

 Connect to your product on Food Connect 

USDA Food Connect - www.foodconnect.gov 



Stakeholder Input 



Recipient Agency Perspective 

• Brief History / Comments on difficulty getting and keeping 

current product and nutritional info. At this point in time. 

• RA Input Critical to insure consistent and correct format is 

created 

• Insure all Fields of Data Needed are identified 

• SNA Nutrition Chair Support 

• Form /Work on ACDA Subcommittee 

• SNA support on survey / info.  



Processor / Vendor Vision: 

• “One-Stop-Shop” / Resource for ALL product and 

nutritional information for K12 customers 

• Eliminate hours/days/weeks of valuable time /resources 

responding to duplicative requests for the SAME 

information in different formats 

• State Agency / Recipient Agencies 

• A Standardized /Consistent Format for all K12 Suppliers 

• To deliver Nutritional & Product Information that is 

USER FRIENDLY for the RA’s 



How do we turn the vision into reality? 

• ALL key stakeholders working together: 

• State Agencies 

• Recipient Agencies 

• Processors /Vendors 

• Users /Requesters of Information MUST recognize 

“Food Connect” as THE “Go-To-Product-Info” resource  

• Create ACDA Subcommittee to develop project 

• SNA and ACDA to work together on this issue 



Other Resources 

Provision 242 Resource Vision 
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Questions? 


