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MEMORANDUM  NO. 2011-088 
 
 
TO:  School District Superintendents 
  Special Education Directors  
 
FROM: Peg Brown-Clark, State Special Education Director 
   
DATE: June 1, 2011 
 
SUBJECT: OSEP Verification Visit  
             
 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION TO SHARE 
 
As indicated previously in Superintendents’ Memo No. 2010-180 (dated October 15, 2010), the 
Wyoming Department of Education’s (WDE) recent verification visit from the Office of Special 
Education Programs (OSEP) prompted some important changes related to the Department’s 
identification and correction of special education noncompliance.  In essence, the changes being 
made reflect OSEP guidance expressed in Memo 09-02, which is attached for ease of reference. 
 
Prior to the OSEP visit, the WDE reviewed special education procedural issues using a standard 
of 95%: districts scoring at or above 95% were considered to be in “substantial compliance,” 
while districts scoring below 95% were found to be out of compliance.  Through the verification 
visit and the ensuing report, OSEP has clarified that 100% is the compliance standard, and the 
WDE will use 100% as its minimum compliance rate in identifying noncompliance from this 
point forward.   
 
Furthermore, the 100% compliance standard will be applied when the WDE is determining 
whether or not a district has achieved correction of noncompliance.  OSEP requires that the 
WDE examine a sample of files in which findings were identified as noncompliant during the 
original monitoring event (on-site visits, indicator reviews, desk audits, etc.) as well as new files 
that were not included in the original review.  This practice will ensure that findings of 
noncompliance are corrected not only for individual students, but it will also ensure that systemic 
correction has taken place to prevent similar noncompliance in the future.   
 
The Department’s hope is that these changes will result in improved implementation of IDEA 
Part B and ultimately in improved educational results and functional outcomes for Wyoming’s 
students with disabilities.  If you have questions about the contents of this memo, please contact 
the Special Programs Division at your convenience: (307) 857-9253.    
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