
 

 

MEMORANDUM NO. 2010– 076 
 

TO:   School District Superintendents 
 

FROM:  Jim McBride, Ed.D. 
 
DATE:  April 9, 2010 

 
SUBJECT:  PAWS Concerns Shared with USED 
 

MCBRIDE CONTACTS USED ON PAWS CONCERNS 
 

Attached you will find a letter I sent to Dr. Zollie Stevenson at the United States 
accountability determinations.  The letter outlines problems associated with 
the 2010 PAWS administration and specifically asks USED to grant a waiver in 

using the results of 2010 PAWS to make accountability and AYP 
determinations. 
 

The letter was sent to Dr. Stevenson on March 26, 2010.  I have spoken with 
him personally and believe that USED will work with Wyoming on the concerns 

expressed in the letter.  It is important to emphasize that we have only initiated 
the conversation.  Dr. Stevenson’s only promise was to work with us to 
continue to evaluate the 2010 PAWS situation.   

 
The Wyoming Department of Education (WDE) has been very concerned about the 

problems associated with the 2010 PAWS online testing.  I emphasize that I share 
the concerns voiced throughout the state regarding the accuracy of the online 
results.  We will vigorously pursue an outcome that does not allow these results to 

impact AYP and other accountability determinations. 
 
We wanted to make the letter available to you in advance of Monday’s meeting 

with the PAWS Technical Advisory Committee via the WEN. 
 

As a reminder, all district superintendents have been invited to speak 
directly with the Wyoming TAC regarding 2010 PAWS experiences.  That 
meeting is scheduled for Monday, April 12, from 3:00 until 5:00pm.  A roll 

call of districts will be taken and each superintendent will be given up to 
two minutes to discuss student experiences as well as impacts to 

upcoming educational decisions related to 2010 PAWS. 
 
District superintendents are encouraged to submit written comments to 

supplement the WEN meeting.  These should be directed to Melissa Irvine 
(mirvin@educ.state.wy.us).   
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