
 

 

MEMORANDUM NO. 2009-184 
 
 

TO:  School District Superintendents 
                   School District Principals 
 

FROM: Jim McBride, Ed.D. 
 
DATE: November 20, 2009 

 
SUBJECT: USDA Free and Reduced Price Meal Guidance 
             
 

USDA MEMO FOR REFERENCE IS ATTACHED 
 

Free and Reduced Price Meals are critical to the success of students that are in 
need.  The attached memo is a good summary of a program that is already in 
place in your district.  

 
There is no new guidance in this memo to act on at this time but it is an 

excellent summary and reminder of all that can be done to promote the 
National School Lunch and Breakfast Programs.  There are many ways that a 
family can qualify for free and reduced benefits.   

 
The processes currently in place for each Food Service Director to identify 
families that qualify for free and reduced priced meals within the NSLP and 

SBP follow. 
 

1. Direct Certification letters that are received from the WDE each August 
identifying students that qualify for SNAP.  If one student in the family 
qualifies, all children in the family are free. 

 
2. Income Eligibility Packets are sent to the parents at the beginning of the 

year to identify students that are eligible. 

 
3. Principals in individual schools are aware that they can step in and fill 

out the Income Eligibility forms for a student in need. 
 
Please contact Crystal English-Forgey, Nutrition Programs Consultant, at 307-

777-6270 with any questions or concerns. 
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