
 

MEMORANDUM NO. 2009-125 
 

TO:    School District Superintendents 
 Principals 
 Instructional Facilitators 

 Curriculum Coordinators 
 District PAWS Coordinators 

   
FROM:  Erin Buchanan, Language Arts Content Specialist 
   Standards & Assessment 
 

DATE:  August 28, 2009 
 

SUBJECT:  Revised PAWS Writing Scoring Guides  
 

 

INFORMATION TO SHARE 
 

In an effort to help Wyoming school districts launch a successful 2009-2010 

school year, the Wyoming Department of Education Assessment Team would 
like to provide the revised PAWS Writing Scoring Guides to Wyoming 
educators to contribute to effective classroom instruction and assessment.  

The PAWS Writing Scoring Guides have been revised through collaboration 
with Wyoming educators to clarify the PAWS writing expectations and improve 

the scoring process.    
 
In previous PAWS administrations, scorers have used one scoring guide to 

assess two modes of writing: expressive and expository.  Beginning this 
spring, a separate scoring guide will be used for each mode to assess 

students’ writing.  These two scoring guides have been created at each 
grade level to distinguish between the expectations distinct to each type 
of writing. 

 
Please take this opportunity to distribute the attached PAWS Writing Scoring 
Guides to educators within your district as these will be used to assess the 

writing portion of the 2010 PAWS Language Arts Assessment.  Please note 
that the WDE Assessment Team will formally present the revised scoring 

guides at the 2009 School Improvement Conference September 28 - 29 in 
Cheyenne.  We look forward to addressing any questions regarding the PAWS 
Language Arts Assessment at that time. 

 
EB:al 
 

Attachment (1)  
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