Wyoming Department of Education

Dr. Jim McBride, Superintendent of Public Instruction
2020 Grand Avenue, Suite 500
Laramie, WY 82070
Phone 307-777-5298 Fax 307-777-6719 Website www. k12.wy.us

MEMORANDUM NO. 2007 - 115

TO: School District Superintendents

FROM: Laurel Ballard, Accountability and Education Data Analyst
Standards, Assessment and Accountability Unit

DATE: June 15, 2007

SUBJECT: Wyoming Bridges Grant Program Surveys

TIME SENSITIVE INFORMATION

As you probably are aware, the legislature this year has requested an analysis
of the effectiveness of at-risk programs, including the Wyoming Bridges grant.
To this end, we have designed summer school surveys for teachers,
administrators, students, and parents. These mirror the same surveys that
initially accompanied the first year of summer school funded by this grant
four years ago. However, this time the surveys are available on-line rather
than in hard copy. The deadline to complete these surveys is September 3,
2007.

As with the earlier surveys, we ask you to target students, parents and
teachers in three grades centered around the students who last completed in
spring grades five (5), seven (7) and ten(10). This should help reduce the time
needed to complete these. These three surveys will take less than four
minutes each to complete. We ask you to have teachers and students
complete these as they leave summer school this year. Please have all your
summer school administrators complete the administrator survey upon the
completion of your summer session as well.

As is frequently the case, ensuring that parents take the survey may be a
challenge. We suggest you first make the URL survey address available to
them via some sort of email or hard copy. Secondly, we encourage you to
actually copy the parent survey and make it available to them in whatever
media or manner you think would be see most effective. They could either
turn it back in to the district (and the district will mail to WDE), or they could
mail it directly to the WDE, C/0O Laurel Ballard, 2020 Grand Avenue, Suite
500, Laramie, WY 82070. Of course, if they have Internet available, they can
complete the survey online. The enclosed letter from Dr. McBride should be
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provided to the parents to help inform them of the need from them to
complete the survey.

URL addresses for the surveys are as follows:

TEACHERS - http://www.zoomerang.com/survey.zgi?p=WEB226JRV74W75
STUDENTS - http://www.zoomerang.com/survey.zgi?p=WEB226K7OMDCX2
ADMINISTRATORS -
http://www.zoomerang.com/survey.zqi?p=WEB226K7KGD9SA

PARENTS - http://www.zoomerang.com/survey.zqi?p=WEB226K5B6BVMF

Thank you for helping us with this valuable project. Should you have any
questions, please feel free to call either Laurel Ballard at (307) 777-7016 or
Ruth Sommers at (307) 632-0157.

LB:al


http://www.zoomerang.com/survey.zgi?p=WEB226JRV74W75
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Wyoming Department of Education

Dr. Jim McBride, Superintendent of Public Instruction
Hathaway Building, 2nd Floor, 2300 Capitol Avenue
Cheyenne, WY 82002-0050
Phone 307-777-7673 Fax 307-777-6234 Website www.k12.wy.us

June 15, 2007

Dear Summer School Parent:

We at the Wyoming Department of Education (WDE) believe that summer school is a wonderful
opportunity for enrichment activities and learning. However, in Wyoming, summer school has
traditionally been for remedial classes and credit recovery. Our summer school program is
called the “Wyoming Bridges” summer school program. We are charged with evaluating its
effectiveness. We will, of course, look at credit recovery data and attendance, but equally
important we would like to know how you feel about the program. Do you have suggested
improvements that would help students stay connected with school and be more likely to
succeed?

To collect your comments, my staff has developed a survey specifically for you. A copy of the
survey is attached. It can also be taken on-line via the Internet in less than four minutes. It can
be accessed at: http://www.zoomerang.com/survey.zgi?p=WEB226K5B6BVMF

If you choose to complete a hardcopy of the survey, please return it to your district, or you may
mail it directly to Laurel Ballard at the Wyoming Department of Education, 2020 Grand Avenue,
Suite 500, Laramie, Wyoming 82070.

Thank you so much for taking the time to help us evaluate the effectiveness of the Wyoming

Bridges grant for summer school. We value your opinion and look forward to your comments
and suggestions.

Sincerely, -
J)k 5%’4

Jim McBride, Ed.D.
RS

Enclosure
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2007 Survey of Bridges Summer School Parents

Please select the district in which your child attended summer school
this summer:

Please indicate below the grade(s) your child completed last spring:

.,J 5th Grade
J 7th Grade
J 10t Grade

.} Other, please specify

What classes did your student take in summer school?

J Math

J Reading/Writing
J Science

') Social Studies

J Other, please specify

4
How were you notified your student needed to attend summer school?
(Check all that apply.) )

http://www.zoomerang.com/members/print_survey body.zgi?ZID=L23258KF7R8U 6/13/2007
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J Direct mail or email
\_,) Phone
J Through the student

) Other, please specify

5
How early in the school year did you learn your student might have to
attend summer school?
6
Please indicate YES or NO to the following questions concerning use of
a student Individual Learning Plan:
1 : 2
Yes No
Were you made aware of your student's Individual Learning Plan for
summer learning?
Did you meet with your child's teacher to discuss the ILP and learning
goals?
Did your child's teacher discuss with you the ways your child learns
best?
1} 2
Did the ILP help you understand what your student needed to learn this
summer?
»y 2
; ]
7

http://www.zoomerang.com/members/print_survey body.zgi?ID=1.23258KF7R8U 6/13/2007
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Please mark YES or NO below to questions about communications
between parents and teachers:

1 2
Yes No

Did your student's teacher or school invite you to visit the classroom?

Did you talk with your child's teacher about his/her progress DURING
the summer session?

Did you talk with your child's teacher about his/her progress at the END
of summer school?

Did the teacher work closely with you to understand your child's needs?

=y =

Do you know who to contact if you have concerns with your student's
progress?

Can you couht on the school to help if your student has problems?

Do you feel réspected by your student's teacher?

Did you have confidence in the experience of your child's teacher?

Do you actively pursue talking with your child's teacher about his/her
progress?

Please tell us whether or not you think your your summer school

http://www.zoomerang.com/members/print_survey_body.zgi?ID=L23258KF7R8U 6/13/2007
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student...

1 2
Yes No

Benefited from summer classes

3 =

Liked summer school

Was glad he/she went to summer school

Worked harder in summer school than during the regular school year

= =

How often did you do the following while your student was in summer
school this session?

1 2 3
Never At times Often

Help your child with homework

Check with your student to see if homework was done

Discuss class studies

Encourage your student to work hard

Praise his/her work
D ey =

http://www.zoomerang.com/members/print_survey body.zgi?ID=L23258KF7R8U 6/13/2007
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Encourage your student to take responsibility for their grades
Hear from your student about an activity that happened during the
school day
1 2 3

10
Do you think instruction in summer school was different from instruction
during the regular school year?
_YES } [ NO }

I A e 2y u _‘ R \- N L ﬁ R RN i T J

11 v
Regardless of how you answered Question #10 above, please comment
on your answer.

12

Please identify two things that went particularly well or that you
especially liked about this summer session.

13

What part of summer school could be changed to improve student
success and/or make summer school more effective?

SUBMIT

Survey Page 1

http://www.zoomerang.com/members/print_survey body.zgi?ID=123258KF7R8U 6/13/2007



