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Dr. Jim McBride, Superintendent of Public Instruction
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MEMORANDUM NO. 2007 - 078

TO: School District Superintendents
FROM: Laurel Ballard, Accountability and Education Data Apalyst
Standards, Assessment and Accountability Un1t AN

DATE: March 13, 2007

SUBJECT: Wyoming Bridges Grant Program Funding

IMPORTANT INFORMATING TO SHARE

This memorandum is intended to provide guidance surrounding questions
which have recently arisen concerning the 10 percent cap contained within
the session laws which pertain to the Wyoming Bridges grant for summer
school, extended day and independent enrichment programs. The law
governing the Bridges grant specifically states that the Department is to
calculate district reimbursement based on the number of students within the
district participating in (summer school) programs, limited to the ten percent
enrollment cap, with minimum “floor” amounts for elementary and secondary
offerings. In the past, the term “participating” was interpreted to mean
“originally enrolled” in the program; this reading still stands. The term
“program” is being broadly interpreted to include all programs allowed under
the statute - summer and extended day remedial offerings, as well as stand-
alone independent enrichment offerings, regardless of when these are made
available to students.

A district can meet the 10 percent cap using a sum of the enrollees in
multiple programs. For instance, if a district enrolls only 7 percent of its
students in remedial summer school and also offers an independent summer
enrichment program where an additional 4 percent of students are enrolled,
that district would have met its 10 percent cap for their combined summer
programs and would be reimbursed their reported Bridges grant expenditures
up to their grant allotment with the fall reporting of program data.

If a district were to enroll only 6 percent of its students in summer school and
had no summer independent enrichment offerings, the district would be
reimbursed in the fall for their reported Bridges grant expenditures limited to
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their summer school enrollment multiplied by $1,000/student (subject to
statutory minimum amounts of $11,060 for an elementary only program,
$15,860 for a secondary only program, or $24,020 for K-12). If this district
does NOT offer school-year programs under the Bridges grant, this single
payment would constitute their total payment under the grant for the year,
basically adjusting their maxi-mum grant allotment. If this district DOES
offer extended day or school-year independent enrichment programs, they
may then request a second reimbursement from the Department as end-of-
program reports are submitted with the spring reporting group. Enrollment
in the school-year programs would then be reimbursed, again based on
district expenditures and subject to either the ten percent cap or program
enrollment, whichever is less.

We hope this is helpful to you as you plan for your programs this summer

and upcoming school year. If you have any questions, please feel free to call
Laurel Ballard at 777-7016 or Ruth Sommers at 632-0157.

LB:al
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