
 

 
 
MEMORANDUM NO.  2007-049 
 
TO:       School District Superintendents 
 
FROM:     Charlene Turner, Assessment Specialist 

       Standards, Assessment and Accountability Unit 
  

DATE:       March 2, 2007 
 
SUBJECT:  PAWS-ALT Administration Guidelines 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

TIME SENSITIVE 
 

Minimum Requirements for Valid Administration of the PAWS-ALT for Students with 
Significant Cognitive Disabilities: 

 
The information in this memorandum is to be provided to Special Education Directors, 
Special Education Teachers, Principals, Building Test Coordinators, and others in your 
district who are associated with the administration of the 2007 PAWS-ALT.  This information 
provides guidance to ensure a valid administration of the PAWS-ALT during the testing 
window of February 5 – April 19, 2007.    
 
In order for the administration of the PAWS-ALT to be valid, the following criteria must be 
met: 
 

1. All three test components of the PAWS-ALT must be completed (see components 
below).  If any one component is missing, absent or left blank in any content area, a 
No Score is warranted, and the entire assessment will be considered non-scorable.  
Scores will not be reported based on completion of less than all three test components 
for all three content areas which are reading, writing and mathematics. 

  
2. For each component, the determination for assigning a No Score is: 

 
a. Data Collection Form:  seven items/occasions must be recorded on the Data 

Collection Form for each content area; six or fewer events = No Score for the 
component 

 
b. Teacher Observation of Academic Skills:  twelve items must be marked for 

each content area;  eleven or fewer items marked = No Score for the component 
 

c. Student Performance Events:  six items must be marked for each content area;  
five or fewer marked = No Score for the component 

 
 
Please contact Charlene Turner (cturne@educ.state.wy.us) if you have questions. 
 
CT:al 
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