
 

 
MEMORANDUM NO.  2007-016
 
 
TO:  School District Superintendents 
 
From: Peg Brown-Clark, State Director of Special Education 
 Special Programs Unit 
 
DATE: January 8, 2007 
 
SUBJECT:  National Instructional Materials Access Center (NIMAC) and  
  Accessibility Standard (NIMAS) 
________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Information to Share 

 
The Individuals with Disabilities Education Improvement Act of 2004 
(IDEA 04) addresses the National Instructional Materials Accessibility 
Standard (NIMAS) in 34 CFR §300.172(a) (1).  The goal of the NIMAS is to 
promote the development of high quality, consistent source files for use 
in creating specialized formats for students with print disabilities.  
NIMAS establishes the standard which publishers must follow when 
producing accessible files.  It also allows all text, quotes, images, etc. to 
be provided, even if digital copyrights have not been attained.  
Instructional materials include textbooks and core materials that are 
written and published for elementary and secondary school instruction. 
Compliance with the National Instructional Materials Accessibility 
Standard is a requirement of IDEA 04. 
 
The U. S. Department of Education, Office of Special Education Programs 
(OSEP), has established a National Instructional Materials Access Center 
(NIMAC) NIMAC is a national repository of NIMAS source files.  These 
files can then be converted into accessible format for students who are 
either blind, visually impaired, have a physical limitation which prevents 
them from using standard instructional materials, or have a reading 
disability which is the result of an organic dysfunction. 
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Responsibilities for the State Education Agency 
 
In order to assure that eligible students receive instructional materials in 
a timely manner, every state, including Wyoming, has adopted NIMAS.  
The Wyoming Department of Education, Special Programs Unit, is also 
developing a resource center that will distribute these files to eligible 
students and assist in accessing resources for converting these raw files 
into useable formats. 
 
Responsibilities of the Local Education Agency 
 
All school districts must complete an assurance form and send it to the 
Wyoming Department of Education, Special Programs Unit.  The 
assurance form states that the district will provide all materials for 
students with “print disabilities” in the appropriate format and in a timely 
manner. 
 
The NIMAC is not a replacement for, but rather an additional resource 
for materials-provision systems which are currently in place in some 
districts.  The Wyoming Department of Education advises that districts 
coordinate with the NIMAC to ensure timely and consistent delivery of 
instructional materials to students with print disabilities. 
 
When a district chooses to coordinate with NIMAC, contracts with 
publishers must include a written provision addressing the production of 
instructional materials in NIMAS files to be forwarded to NIMAC.  The 
publishing industry is very aware of this process having been involved in 
the design of the NIMAS standard and providing input in development of 
the system.  Costs to school districts for NIMAS files, which are 
forwarded to the NIMAC, should not exceed the regular cost of a print 
copy of the same instructional materials. 
 
Sample language to include in contracts and purchase orders: 
 

 “By agreeing to deliver the materials marked with NIMAS on this contract 
or purchase order the publisher agrees to submit a valid NIMAS file set to the 
NIMAC at The American Printing House for the Blind.  Should the vendor be a 
distributor of the materials and not the publisher, the distributor agrees to 
immediately notify the publisher of its obligation to submit NIMAS file sets of the 
purchased products to the NIMAC.” 

 
When a school district chooses not to coordinate with the NIMAC, the 
district must submit the assurances form along with a plan of action in 
order to comply with the NIMAS provisions of IDEA 2004. 
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