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WDE postpones ESEA Waiver request; will submit request 

to maintain current Annual Measurable Objectives 
 
CHEYENNE - The Wyoming Department of Education (WDE) has postponed, until the 2014-
2015 school year, its request for a flexibility waiver from certain provisions of the Elementary 
and Secondary Education Act (ESEA), commonly known as No Child Left Behind.  
 
In order to provide some relief to schools and Local Education Agencies (LEAs) related to the 
escalating Annual Measurable Objectives (AMOs), the WDE is today submitting a waiver 
request to the US Department of Education to maintain the current levels of AMOs for one year. 
This would allow WDE to make Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) determinations for the 2012-
2013 assessment data using the same AMO targets from 2011-2012.  
 
The WDE submitted its flexibility waiver request to the US Department of Education on Feb. 28. 
The US Department of Education granted the WDE an extension until April 15 and the WDE re-
filed it waiver request at that time. The flexibility waiver requested relief from provisions of the 
ESEA, specifically escalating AMO targets set for the calculation of AYP. Without the 
flexibility waiver, the AYP targets set for 2014 require all students in Wyoming be proficient or 
advanced, as measured by the state assessment, PAWS in grades 3-8, and the ACT in grade 11. 
 
“The WAEA timeline is important because our Legislators and the consultants our Legislators 
have hired have put a lot of time and effort into designing a system that is high-quality,” said Dr. 
David Holbrook, WDE Division Administrator of Federal Programs. “If we try to meet the 
federal timeline the way they are stated, we could potentially compromise the quality of the 
WAEA accountability system and we are unwilling to do that.” 
 
Wyoming statute outlines the timelines for the implementation of the Wyoming Accountability 
in Education Act (WAEA); these timelines did not fully align with the timelines for ESEA 
flexibility for the 2013-2014 school year. Instead of potentially compromising the quality of the 



 

 

WAEA accountability system, Wyoming has chosen to delay for one year its application for 
ESEA Flexibility. This will allow Wyoming to stay on the Wyoming timeline instead of the 
Federal timeline. 
 
In order to provide some relief to all LEAs related to the escalating AMO targets, the WDE is 
requesting a waiver of the ESEA as amended, section 1111(b)(2)(H), to freeze AMO targets at 
the 2011-2012 level to be used for AYP determinations for the 2012-2013 school year 
assessment data. The 2012-2013 AYP determinations will establish the ESEA Title I 
improvement status of schools for the 2013-2014 school year. When a school does not meet AYP 
for two or more consecutive years, it enters into improvement status and loses the ability to 
spend some of its federal money as the district sees fit. 
 
A copy of the letter to be submitted to the US Department of Education requesting the AMO 
freeze waiver is attached. 
 
Comments may be submitted on or before July 31, 2013, via email to Dr. David Holbrook at: 
david.holbrook@wyo.gov or 307-777-6260. 
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