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OVERVIEW OF WYOMING STATE ASSESSMENT PROGRAM SYSTEM
As in previous years, the Profloency Assessments for Wyoming Students (PAWS) and the Student Assessmentof Writing Skills (SAWS) were administered as separate assessments. Although the assessments wereadministered separately, the score reporting for the tests have been combined into a single Individual StudentReport (ISH). Sample reports of the newly combined PAWS and SAWS ISfis are included and will be used asexamples indicating where specific information about the reports is located.

Receipt of Wyoming Score Reports
Individual Student Reports (lSRs) are mailed to district offices for distribution to schools, They will be mailed viatraceable method and arrive in districts in September 2014.
Each shipment will include:

• One district inventory sheet
o List of schools included in the shipment

• School inventory sheet(s)
o List of grades included for that school
o Number of reports included for each grade at that school

• Two copies of each students ISA
o ISRs separated by grade

Wyoming Score Report Packaging
All Individual Score Reports (ISA) are mailed to district offices.

District Paflaging:
• Districts will receive two separate shipments: one for the combined PAWS and SAWS student reports,and a second shipment for the combined PAWS—ALT and SAWS—ALT student reports.
• Each shipment will contain boxes and/or envelopes for the schools within the district.
• Depending on the number of reports being shipped, districts may receive numerous “district’ boxes.District boxes will be marked as Box I of 3, Box 2 of 3, etc.
• District boxes will have a blue sheet attached to the outside of the package(s). The sheet’s informationwill include district code number, district name and the name of the program contained in that shipment.• District Box #1 will include a list of all schools included in the mailing.

School Packaging:
• School packages will have a yellow sheet of paper on each package that indicates the Program PAWSand SAWS, or PAWS—ALT and SAWS—ALT, School Name and School Code.
• School packages will contain boxes and/or envelopes depending on the size of the materials. Schoolboxes will be marked as Box I of 3, Box 2 of 3, etc.
• Each school package will include two score reports for each student who took the assessment(s).
• Reports will be separated, by grade, with a green piece of paper.
• The two reports for each student will be separated by a white piece of paper.
• Schools will receive a Report Count sheet that indicates the total number of reports printed by grade.
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PAWS AND SAWS INDIVIDUAL SCORE REPORT (ISR)
Each school will receive two copies of the Individual Score Report (ISR).
An Individual Score Report (ISR) contains the following information:

• Student Identification Information
• Performance Level
• Scale Score

• Content Area
• Performance Level Descriptors
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Below is a sample of the student’s report. Student information provided here is not actual student data butmade up for the purposes of this Guide only. There are letter designations (A, B, C, D, E, F and G) on the reportthat correspond to a detailed description of the information provided on the report.
Page 1 of PAWS and SAWS Individual Score Report (ISR)

UEPARTMET CF FBULAIVJ

Purpose of Roport
Isle report provides sfomration about your child
on ens Prokjsncy 455,55 went tsr Ywoming Stud
and the Student Assessment of kWt,ng Skdts iSA i....rnwY-rnt help 500 und.e-stted yost 3rte, pafootmar:, WI
teading and math lgtaden 3.8). science (grades 4 and St and
wnting (grades 35 and?) Ion lh.e 20t3-20t4 school year

Glossary of Terms

Scat. scan noun ch’tds raw scone tonal number 0? points
panned) trunstomind ntoa SCOtS On a scale.

Score Range. The range of scale score points assigned to
each pmtrciency tenet. Each subject urea has a unique -aweof points

Domain Performance Descnbes your cftttde performance Insub-categories domains) ef unit content are a the Scala
Scone coiuns indtcates yost chnid S pelsrma Inca fl relation to
the overall reading scale tasosei The Domain Performance
cntumn shown your ch,Idn unbent correct ne ash of the
measured domains

State Percentile Rank State Percentile Rank indicates yourcettda performance in relation to other iftAtromrng stodetta in thesan grade lye ptrcentrie shows se percentage of homingstudents in the name grade who nbtatned screen equal to ortens than yost chdds score

[eerIe Meatura Hens readers set. dmateoals at lbetn
ieading moot This can Se me asa guide in selecting books ton
yonn chld

Qoantit. Mea,un Simtlar to the Leone and can help you
.drntity math actrvlies to do at home T sese acttvitres Mt neip
your child practice mathematical skills trading to tscreasnd
mawewaccat snnoetstaoding

Not Tested (NT) Vturchrld did not take tints oartoethe
assetsmett.

Not Appticabt. (NA) Tb’s content area is not It
grade level

For Additional Resources and tnfo,matton.Vista the hWomrng Depananeant of Educerion onl ti

mmnnr-.ntn.iii;rion.rs..uiYi.iwu\S.,00S,n.’.SAcr,%cis:ri,

Scorn Ranges State
Below Your PercentileBasic BasIc Pro6cieent Advanced Student Rank

ReadIng 375-552553.589 590440 641-dOG 620 l00V.
Mathematics 37s.sj5so_sDa 599459 660-850 $10 100%
Science NA NA NA NA
Writing 0.8 9-13 J 14-20 21-24 24 80%

Advanced
810

ProficIent
620

‘B;s;c

Below
Basic

•e.s.a.. 10
e
NA

Reading Mathematics Science Wilting

LexlIo©Measuro lulL Quantile’ Measure j 10000

SAWS
Narrative Total: 12 12

Idea Development 4 3OngaMzabon 3 2Voice 3 3Convencns 2 4
InformativelExplanatory Total; 12 BIdea Development 4 2Organizaton 2 3Voice 4 2Convecitons 2 I

Formntainnniwatine .,iiit’,i.ra,,r.iiihiii.c, hvi,.nili. ri.,.,iv,,i.. criii
ymwmeoitc.maron.v....-.o-o.ses...in,.rAinnirinm.i.in;i,a-macaetee.mm

Student
Report
First Name: Madison
Middle Initial: P
Last Name: Allen

B

Grade: 3
Birthdate: 07/14/2006
Student ID: 84738475

Test Window: 03/03/14-03128/14

School: School I 0f Distdct 1

District: District I

CONTENT PERFORMANCE BY DOMAIN

PAWS

Literature: Craft and Sfructure
Litenature Key Ideas and Details
Informatonal Teal Craft and Stmclu,e
Infarmabonal Text: Key Ideas and Details
Languae

DomaIn
Scale Perfonnan
Score (%i

340
708
752 64%
742 93%
837 64%

Number Operatons - Base 10 773 65%Geometry
Nuntet Operations - Fractons
Operaons and Algebraic Thinking
Measurement & Data

Dl
C

0

C

C

0
U
C
0
0
0

0s
C

NA

410 80%
663 78%
493 46%
309 50%
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Student Identification Information
A This secton includes: student name, student identification number (WISER ID), grade, school

name and district name.

Pertormance Level

B A student’s performance level is derived from the scale score. This reporting information enables
teachers to identify a student’s overall performance within a content area. The names of the
performance levels are designed to convey a message about the level of student performance.

Purpose of Report

C This section explains the purpose of the assessment and indicates the grade levels in which
each content area test was administered.

Lexile Measure (reading only)

D The PAWS has been linked to the Lexile scale.The Lexite scale is a developmental scale for
reading and is one indicator of a student’s reading skills. More information concerning the
Lexile Framework is available at http://www.lexile.com.

Quantile Measure (math only)

E The Quantile scale is a developmental scale for mathematics and is one indicator of a student’sskills in mathematics. More information concerning the Quantile scale can be found at
ti..

Content Performance by Domain
This section provides detail about the students performance in each content area.

Additional Resources

G This section provides additional links and resources for more information about the WDE and
its assessments.
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Page 2 of PAWS and SAWS Individual Score Report (ISR)

z

Several types of pn5orm.at snare prey ded in mis reoort. Or,e is a descritct.en of your cb.ld S performance level (advanced, proficient.
basic or betow basic) in each content area. Anorner is tne scate score your chito ea’red for each content area, With n eacn content
area you can see your chtd’s performance in each domain of that content area These resutts provide your chitd’s schoot with
infornaton acout how wet your ch.Id is earn.ng the omirg Content Starda’ds

The box chad at the top right of the first page indicates the ranges of the scate scores in each content area, The bar graph below this
chad depicts your chitd’s scate score in each of the content areas Different scates are used for each content area, so the numerrcat
scores from each content area are not comparabte numbers. The placement of the score in each proficiency band is the important
information for you and your chitd’s teacher to know Below this chart you wilt see the Lexite and Quantile scores for your child,
Entering your chitd’s scores on these websites wilt provide you access to valuable toots and resources which can support your child’s
academic growth. The Content Performance by Domain box on the tower right side of the front page contains more detailed
information about your child’s performance in each content area. This information helps you and your child’s teacher identify specific
areas c’ stengtb and areas In reed of mprovemont The percent cer’ect cclumn ind,cates the percentage ct ‘lems in flat domain that
your ch to answered correctly on tne nest. Tne SAWS wrung nformat on (bottom r ght) snows the raw score (total earned and total
possible) for your child on tne wrrt ng test.

Reading

Students dornonstrate
t thorough ability to coisrpnrbcnd

implied main ideas, make subtle
connections within/across leats,

fu answer nuesuons. and rise lest
‘eati,ies to :ale ,tov’ratici’
— hey i.’ide istas d conip ox swxrd.s
and phrases.

Stud,rrts demonstrate an,enJate
abil ty to ccirpwterd lrrxii

o doss, make connections
Within/arioss texts. answer
foes iiOnls, and use text teaturos

9 to locaie infoiination. They
0.. understand grade-appropriate

words and phrases,

Studenis demonstrate paitol
abmiity to comprehend main

o ideas rake s mole cer”rUioos
wib’sm,’,’acioss t eas allswef

W simpin host ccx. aid ice test
textures to late rrcmiatio’i
‘‘hey ii idersrand simpte wurds
one phrases

o Students require extensive
O supped or provide little or no
C, na evidence in nieeting the
0 slairdiird.

Mathematics

Students demonstrate an indepth
undeistunding of mnultipticalioo
and di vision Si 5ifl9 str;itegies,
fractional concepts, area and
periinieter, commiputimig the suits or
diffe’err,e ot who’e ni,irbcrs Irne
nierva s aid m easjremcnis
ana’ -mg data arm 2’D sliai;ms.

Students de’nonstr&,e a sotid
u’ideix:a’ic rig of mitt p1ai on
s:isi d ms’o’ i i.si’’.g sti ategisne
tractionat concepts; area and
perimeter; computing the st ii
or difference of whole lumbers,
time intervals, and
measurements; descnbing datsi
and 2-0 shapes.

Student, demonstrate a parTial
undersiandrig ot multiplies ira I
a”d div s or. ins r-g elate5 CS
ftaction concepts area aim
ocr ‘levi ceirpimi ‘ig the si:’n
or dineremice et whore ilumbc’rs
mire rtervais sits

i’seasi,’o’ne’its dessating data
and 2-0 shapes,

Stidenis require extensive Not Applicabte.
suppemi or provide little or so
evidence its meeting the
standard.

Students devetop a dear and
focused nails idea in espouse
to the topic, effectively group
similar ideas together wilh a
topic sentence use a variety of
hesci etive eenasseeteiscns
at’s..’: cci’siste nt use of sin mg
irechar, rs cult few errors

Studerts present a main ida in
‘essonse’.o tie lcpic crct,o
similar ideas togc’lnet wills
a lepic snnlence. use some
descriptive viosds/sentnncns
show adequate se of writing
mmlechanics with seine errors

Students attempt to present a
stain idea in response to the
tepm; gncl;p seus leber
vatrcut a top c serter’; use
basic werd ‘me cc vi in t rmted
descr cave wo’ds:s epic
se’itwscess bow oasis use ct
us: m’g icecha’mics swat mu’t p’e
cit or s

Students require extensive
suppod or ptovide little or no
evidence in meeting the
standard

Reading

• Read ‘or at least rbt’tv
m.nutes ocr n gnt.

• Read atoud to your child.
• Model being a reader.
- Ask who, what, where, when,

why and how, questions
about the bock your child is
reading.

• Ask your cbmtd to jot notes
about b s or her read ng

Mathematics

• Be fam;lmar w’:n what your
ct’id 5 earn’ng at scitool and
work on those concepts in
different contexts.

• Have a specitic place for
hemework at home where
you can check your child’s
progress and concepts being
taught at any time

• Practice f.uency facts.

Science

• Promote invest gat ‘in
acre ties that happen
outside

• Turn everyday household
activities into experiments
(baking, cteaning, etc.).

• Form hypotheses when
trying to work out
everyday problems.

Writing c
• Keep a journal or dnary at

hcme

• Find a pen-pal and write
often.

• Find creative writing topics
and work on steries together
with your child,

• Ask your child’s teacher for
a writing rubric to know what
exacty to wck on at home

• Model your own writ ng.

Performance (a, 1 j””i.] —

Science Writing
Not Applicable.

Nct Apol ujele

Not Applicable

!LYaiI Do at

____

— -- ‘---
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A Guide to the Score Report
This section provides information on how to interpret the student’s assessment scores.

Performance Level Descriptors
This table indicates the skills that students in this proficiency level typically demonstrate.
More information about the WDE’s Performance Level Descriptors can be found on the
WDE Assessment website hitp://edu.wyQming.aov.

What You Can Do At Home
This section provides suggestions on things that parents can do at home to stimulate and
support their child’s academic achievement.
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CONTENT AREAS

Content Area Skills
The PAWS and SAWS assessments are used to measure individual student achievement against the newly
adopted 2012 Wyoming Content and Performance Standards (2012 WyCPS) in English Language Arts
and Mathematics. In addition, the SAWS Writing blueprints were revised and test items developed to better
align these assessments with the 2012 WyCPS. The Wyoming Content and Performance Standards identity
knowledge and skills students are expected to acquire at each grade in order to succeed in school and at work.

Reading Assessment (PAWS)
The content of the 2014 PAWS reading assessment is aligned to the 2012 Wyoming Content and Performance
Standards in English Language Arts. Because the standards require students to demonstrate ability to read
a broad range of increasingly rigorous literary and intormational texts, as well as demonstrate familiarity with
various text structures and elements, the PAWS assessment is designed to assess overall literacy skills in the
following skill-reporting categories:

• Key Ideas and Details: Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical
inferences from it; cite textual evidence to support conclusions drawn trom text; summarize key ideas
and determine and analyze the development of themes, individuals, events, and central ideas of a text.

• Craft and Structure: Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining
technical, connotative, and figurative meaning. Analyze text structure, including how sentences,
paragraphs, and larger sections relate to each other and the whole; assess how an author’s point of
view or purpose shapes the content and style of text.

• Integration of Knowledge and Ideas: Integrate and evaluate content from diverse formats and genres;
delineate and evaluate arguments and claims in a text, including the reasoning, relevancy, and
sufficiency of the evidence; analyze two or more texts to analyze how authors address similar themes
or approach topics.

Mathematics Assessment (PAWS)
The content of the 2014 PAWS mathematics assessment is aligned to the 2012 Wyoming Content and
Performance Standards in Mathematics. The assessment retlects the emphasis of the standards on how
students progress in their understanding and application of mathematical principles. The assessment focuses
on both the computational fluency as well as the mathematical understanding necessary to be college and/
or career ready. The major knowledge, skills, and abilities necessary to achieve this goal can be found in the
Performance Level Descriptors (PLDs) found on page 2 of the ISR.The PLDs displayed on the student’s ISH
correspond to the grade level of that student.
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Science Assessment (PAWS)
The content of the 2014 PAWS science assessment is aligned to the Science as Inquiry Content Standard ofthe 2008 Wyoming Content and Performance Standards in Scionce. Because scientilic inquiry involves manyprocesses, the PAWS is designed to assess inquiry skills overall in the following skill reporting categories:

• Use observation to pose questions that can be addressed through a scientific investigation,
• Design and conduct a scientific investigation,
• Organize and represent data, and
• Draw conclusions and make connections with concepts and knowledge.

The content of the test is aligned to the three content areas within the 2008 Wyoming Content and PerformanceStandards in Science, and a score analysis is reported in each of the following areas:
• Lile Science

• Physical Science

• Earth/Space Science

Writing Assessment (SAWS)
The content of the 2014 SAWS writing assessment is aligned to the 2012 Wyoming Content and PerformanceStandards in English Language Arts. The SAWS assessment requires students to produce writing of differentmodes, including argument, informative, and narrative. Students are also expected to demonstrate abilityto draw upon and write about evidence gleaned from reading literary and informational texts. The SAWSassessment is designed to assess overall writing skills based on student ability to do the following:

• Write arguments to support claims using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.
• Write informative text to clearly and accurately convey complex ideas and information.
• Write narratives using effective technique, well-chosen details, and a well-structured sequence ofevents in order to develop real or imagined experiences or events.
• Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis and reflection contained in writing.

OTHER RESOURCES

Additional Resources Available
Wyoming Department of Education: httoJ/edu.wvoming.aov.
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