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Grade 7 
Released Writing Prompt 

 
School Rules 

 

In order for groups of people to work together effectively, rules must be in 
place. Think about the rules that exist in your school. Write an essay 
identifying school rules that need to be improved and provide suggestions 
for improvements to these school rules. 

 
Each paper you will score today was written to the prompt 
above.  

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

Idea Development 
 
 

Expository 
Problem Solution 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Idea Development score point 0 
 
The student paraphrases the prompt rather than identifying a problem. (I think rules are good to not do 
what ever they want and they have to Follow. . . . If you not follow you can have Problems) and does not 
provide a solution. 



Idea Development score point 1 
 
The student attempts to present several problems (dress code, winter rule, detention rule). A few 
solutions are presented with limited relevant details (. . . I think as long as we are not hurting any one we 
can. . . . I think we should be able to talk as long as we do are work).





Idea Development score point 2 
 
The writer provides clear problems (number of bathroom trips, reading rules, can't walk 
through main doors) and logical solutions in response to the prompt. The writer uses relevant 
details (We read ten minutes before every class and nobody even reads so to improve this rule 
the should move the time down to five minutes), but the details do not consistently enrich idea 
development. 







Idea Development score point 3 

The writer presents and explains clear problems (dress code, no food in class) and provides 
logical solutions. The student uses descriptive details to enrich idea development (. . . you cannot 
wear belly-shirts, flip-flops, or any kind of tight shirt/cutoffs. . . . I don't think that students 
should be allowed to bring food or pop into the classroom because it would distract not only 
them from learning but also their classmates). 



 
 
 
 
 

Organization 
 
 

Expository 
Problem Solution 

 
 



Organization score point 0 
 
The student attempts an introduction (I think rules are good to not do whatever) but provides no 
conclusion. Furthermore, similar ideas are not grouped together, and there is no evidence of indentation 
or spacing. Transitions and topic sentences are unidentifiable. Many sentences are not correctly 
constructed (I think rules are good to not do what ever they want and they have to follow). 



Organization score point 1 
 
The student presents a weak introduction (School rules to follow) and conclusion (Lastly, not following 
directions). Although transitions occur within the writing, appropriate spacing and indentations are 
lacking. Sentences are simple (Another rule is the dress code. The 5 Bs are important). The student 
inconsistently uses correct sentences (School rules to follow. . . . Lastly not following directions).  





Organization score point 2 
 
The writer presents an introduction, body, and conclusion. Similar ideas are grouped by paragraphs, and 
paragraphs are indented appropriately. The student uses topic sentences and transitions between 
paragraphs (First, Another, Finally). 







Organization score point 3 
 
The writer develops an effective introduction (In our society rules are set to help everyone in as many 
aspects as possible. If you look around you, you may find that rules inhabit any community), body and 
conclusion. The student effectively organizes similar ideas by providing multiple indented paragraphs and 
uses topic sentences There are varied transitions between paragraphs. Additionally, the student uses 
varied and correct sentences (But, the kids don't listen. They tend to be lazy with their homework, don't 
pay attention in class, and they don't understand teacher's directions because they've been ignoring them).



 
 
 
 
 

Voice 
 
 

Expository 
Problem Solution 

 
 



Voice score point 0 

The response lacks voice appropriate to the purpose (Because it is cool to show of your hat). 
Additionally, the response contains an extremely limited range of words and phrases that are repeated 
throughout the writing (Some people don't were hats . . . . Waring like funny hats big hats little hats). 



Voice score point 1 
 
This response reveals limited voice appropriate to the purpose (Our School' rules are, no talking during a 
test while others are testing because it's disrespectfull). The writer demonstrates little variation in word 
choice (. . . get caught you go to the office . . . . get caught smoking at school). 
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Voice score point 2 
 
The student demonstrates voice appropriate to the purpose (. . . I think a hat is a way of Expressing the 
way you are fealing. I also think a hat is a way of showing favinrote team's, Brands & a way of 
showing school spirit). Although there is some general word choice (stupid rule, make a mess with 
food), the writer also uses some precise words and phrases ( . . . you could get the kid to sign a form 
saying if they get hurt it is not the school's fault). 







Voice score point 3 

The response consistently reveals voice appropriate to the purpose (Have you ever walked down a hall, 
or into a room where you need to beep out every other word, or can't look around because of pictures 
or words on cloths?). A variety of precise and appropriate words and phrases are used to communicate 
to the audience in a compelling way (. . . we need to have students be able to trust their teachers easily, 
and be trusted in return so they can join together to stop teasing, making fun, bullying, and 
harrasment).  



 
 
 
 
 

Conventions 
 
 

Expository 
Problem Solution 

 



Conventions score point 0 
 
The student misspells common words (soom, orr, cian't, ), and demonstrates incorrect use of 
grade-appropriate capitalization, grammar and usage (We have to due orr home work in 
Class. . . . This was soom of the rules . . . . we cian't tack to my friend). 





Conventions score point 1 
 
 The writer misspells grade-appropriate words (enof, inprove, garbeg). Although the student 
demonstrates mostly correct use of capitalization, there is limited control over grade-appropriate 
punctuation. For example, apostrophes are used incorrectly (thing's, sport's) and some end punctuation is 
missing. There are some usage errors (I think that we are old enof to were we are able to chew it and 
when were done through it in the garbeg). 







Conventions score point 2 
 
Although there are several spelling errors (highten, privalage), the student uses grade-appropriate 
capitalization and punctuation. Grammar and usage are mostly correct (One detail is teachers trusting 
students enogh to let them walk through the school by themselves). 
 







Conventions score point 3 
 
The student uses grade-appropriate capitalization and punctuation consistently (After hearing about 
that incident it made me think “Have I ever treated a teacher like that?”). Correct grammar and usage 
is evident throughout (But still there are students who think it is pointless and bend it just as much as 
they can without getting in trouble). Most spelling is correct. 
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