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Surprise at Sleeping Giant

1 “The mountains are so beautiful and peaceful in the winter,” Walt’s
grandfather observed as he skillfully negotiated the curved road leading to the ski
area. “How often do you get up here?”

2 “Not often enough, Granddad,” Walt answered with a wry smile. Though he
had skied several of Wyoming’s slopes, Walt had never actually been to Sleeping
Giant Ski Area. Now, as he gazed out the window at the silent, snow-covered
spruces, he tried to hide his disappointment. Instead of skiing at Grand Targhee®

with his two best friends, he was spending the day with his grandfather. Walt
sighed softly and thought about his conversation with his mother earlier in
the week.

3 “But Mom,” he had complained, “do I have to spend all of Saturday with
Granddad? I promised the guys I’d go skiing with them.”

4 “Walt,” his mother had answered, “this is your only grandfather we’re talking
about. I’m aware that you and he don’t know each other well, but this little trip
would mean the world to him.” She paused and looked at Walt with a twinkle in
her eye. “Besides,” she added, “you might be surprised by how much fun ‘The
Bear’ can be.”

Read “Surprise at Sleeping Giant” as if you have been given an assignment to
write a summary of the writer’s techniques. After reading, answer the
questions as if you were preparing your summary.
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5 Not wanting to disappoint his mother, Walt promised to make the best of the
situation. It was true; he did not know his grandfather well. Now he sat deep in
thought and tried to recall his grandfather’s infrequent visits. All he could
remember, though, was a quiet, soft-spoken man who always went to bed early.
The family had nicknamed him “The Bear” because he spent so much time
sleeping, like a bear in hibernation. Walt tried to imagine how a man like that
could be fun. He assumed his grandfather would want to spend most of the day in
the lodge, playing cards and talking. “Maybe he’ll take a nap,” Walt thought
hopefully, “and give me a little more ski time.”

6 Walt stole a glance at his grandfather, who was softly whistling along with a
rock-and-roll song on the radio. A tall, snowy-haired man of sixty-five, Russell
Spenser had recently retired from a career as a geologist. His work had taken him
all over the world. Walt wondered what his grandfather had in mind for a fun day.
Holding back another sigh, Walt turned his head to take in the quiet beauty of the
snow-covered mountains.

7 When they arrived and parked at the ski lodge, Walt jumped out and began
unpacking his skis from the car-top luggage rack. His grandfather popped open
the trunk and carefully lifted out a long, padded bag.

8 “What did you bring, Granddad, a telescope?” Walt joked.

9 “Not exactly.” His grandfather smiled and set the bag on the ground next to
the car. “It’s a snowboard.”

10 Walt felt a jolt of excitement. “Cool!” he exclaimed. Then he thought, “He
brought me a snowboard! Maybe that’s what Mom meant about being surprised.”

11 “Thanks, Granddad,” Walt said. “How’d you know I’d been wanting to
try snowboarding?”

12 “I didn’t,” Granddad replied with a grin. “This board’s for me. If you ski as
well as your mother says you do, I’ll show you how to ride it.”

13 Walt’s jaw dropped. “You? On a snowboard?” he said, then caught himself.
“I’m sorry, Granddad,” he said. “It’s just that, well . . .”

14 “Don’t worry about it. We ‘senior citizens’ surprise a lot of people. Let’s
get going!”

15 After putting on their ski suits, Walt and his grandfather headed to the
slopes. Walt noticed for the first time his grandfather’s powerful stride, which was
at odds with the image Walt had of him. In Walt’s mind, his grandfather was
elderly, and elderly people were supposed to take it easy. Yet the man in front of
him walked quickly and confidently toward the ski lift.
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16 Walt fell silent in amazement as they rode the lift to the top of the ski run.
Once at the top, his grandfather strapped on the snowboard, winked at Walt, and
yelled, “Check this out!”

17 Walt watched his grandfather push off and slide, twist, and spin with
expertly controlled moves. Sprays of snow scattered as he angled his feet from
heel to toe. Walt shook his head, knowing that he could not do what his
grandfather was doing . . . not yet, at least. Then he pushed off and skied quickly
down to where his grandfather waited at the bottom of the run.

18 “Granddad,” Walt said breathlessly, “you’re awesome! You’ve got to teach me
how to do that!”

19 His grandfather laughed as he brushed snow from his jacket. “My pleasure,
Walt,” he said. He began pointing out the parts of the snowboard and
demonstrating the correct stance. Walt listened carefully, and at that moment he
was unable to think of a better way to spend his Saturday.
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page: 47

Which of the following lines from the story best reflects Walt's anxiety about how his day
was going to turn out?

A. "Not often enough, Granddad," Walt answered.

B. Walt tried to imagine how a man like that could be fun.

C. Walt turned his head to take in the quiet beauty of the snow-covered mountains.

D. When they arrived and parked at the ski lodge, Walt jumped out and began unpacking
his skis.

Reading
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What does Walt first think when he realizes his grandfather has a 
snowboard for the ski trip?  

 A . His grandfather must be a good snowboarder. 

 B.  His grandfather intends to learn how to snowboard. 

 C.  The snowboard is a gift from his mother.

 D.  The snowboard is a gift for him. 
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page: 46

Which of these best describes Walt's reaction when he learns the snowboard belongs to
his grandfather?

A. Concern

B. Excitement

C. Denial

D. Surprise

Reading
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page: 44

Why does the author tell the story from a third person limited point of view?

A. To describe Walt's disagreement with his mother

B. To reflect Walt's thoughts as the story unfolds

C. To share grandfather's feelings as the story unfolds

D. To reflect grandfather's disappointment with his grandson

Reading
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page: 48

Which of these best represents a theme in the story?

A. Promises are hard to keep.

B. Exercise leads to good health.

C. Appearances can be deceiving.

D. Distance can strain family relationships.

Reading
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Read the following events, which are listed as they occur in the 
story. 
 

 
 

Which of these best completes the sequence-of-events chart?  

 A . Walt watches how his grandfather performs on the slope. 

 B.  Walt learns all about snowboarding. 

 C.  Walt asks his grandfather about bringing a telescope. 

 D.  Walt changes his mind about good ways to spend his time.  
 



Page 19

����� � ������� ��� �������

���� � �� ��������

��� � �������� �� �������� ��������� ����

����

�������� ������

��� ������

�

������� ������

�

� �����

����

���� ����

�����

��������������

�����

���

��� �������

������ �������

���� �������

�

��

��

��

��

�

�

��

�

�

�

�

��

�

�

�

�

��

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

���� �������

���

��� �������

������ �������

���� �������

�

��

��

��

��

�

�

��

�

�

�

�

��

�

�

�

�

��

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

���� �������

�� ���� ������ ���������������

�

�� ���� ������ ���������������

�

�����

�

������

�

������

�

������

������



Page 20

3432465

page: 42

Which is the best summary of the story?

A. Walt and his grandfather spend a day sharing ski moves with each other.

B. Walt dreads spending a day with his grandfather because he wishes he were skiing with
his friends.

C. Walt and his grandfather spend a day together, but their difference in abilities creates
problems.

D Walt is reluctant to spend the day with his grandfather, but they have an enjoyable
time together.

Reading
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How might the story be different if Granddad were telling it?

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

00
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Contrast Walt’s thoughts and feelings at the beginning of the story
with his thoughts and feelings at the end of the story. Use details
from the story for support.

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________
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