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Grade 8
Released Writing Prompts

Books
Books, songs, and movies often hold 
great meaning to people.  
Sometimes books, songs, and movies 
cause an emotional connection; we 
feel just like one of the characters.  
Other times books, songs, and 
movies cause us to think about life in 
a new way.  Write an essay 
explaining how a book, song, or 
movie can have an impact on our 
lives.

Invention
We are fortunate to live in a time 
when we enjoy the benefits of 
inventions and discoveries made by 
people who came before us.  Write 
an essay identifying an invention or 
a discovery and explain how it helps 
people in society.

Each paper you will score today was written to one of the
two above prompts.  The footer on each student response 
indicates the prompt to which the response was written.
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Idea 
Development

30921008780

Invention 3

The writer develops a clear idea in response to 
the topic (The smallpox vaccine is a great 
discovery because it helps to save lives). 
Descriptive details enrich idea development 
(They tried knives edged with cowpox pus from 
wounds, or sores, but it wasn’t very safe).
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Idea 
Development

G8F3PM-121

Books 2

The essay contains a three-part thesis (A movie, 
book or song can have an effect on you by making 
you cherish every breath you take, feel glad your not 
making the wrong choses or make you laugh so hard 
you’ll feel great for a week). While the response 
provides many relevant details that support the thesis 
(For example, any Adam Sandler makes me want to 
watch it over and over), some details do not enrich 
idea development .



Idea 
Development

G8F3PM-181

Books 1

The student attempts a thesis (. . . songs . . . 
cause an emotional connection to what your 
listening to so you can think about it) and merely 
repeats it in the second paragraph. There is a 
limited attempt at development (It depends on 
what song you listen to).

Page 1 of 1 Idea Development -
#181 - Books



Idea 
Development

G8F3PM-22

Books 0
The student does not attempt to present a 
thesis. The single detail given is irrelevant 
because the meaning is not clear (there 
are people that read books but don’t have 
any meaning to them).
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Organization
32283005610

Invention 3

The writer develops an effective introduction, 
body, and conclusion. The writer uses topic 
sentences and varied, effective transitions 
between and within paragraphs (Now, many 
years later; From our television to our heat; In 
the morning; At school; Even the computers 
in the lab). The writer indicates paragraphs 
using appropriate indentation consistently and 
effectively organizes similar ideas. The writer 
uses varied and correct sentences.
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Organization
30565008800

Invention 2

The response includes an introduction, body, 
and conclusion. The writer uses topic 
sentences and transitions within paragraphs. 
The writer indicates paragraphs using 
appropriate indentation and groups some 
similar ideas together (It helps people fit in. If 
someone had cancer and lost there hair they 
can wear a wig to fit in). The writer uses 
varied and correct sentences.
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Organization
29591027330

Invention 1

The response presents a limited 
introduction and conclusion. The response 
lacks consistent use of topic sentences 
and has a few transitions (So, Because). 
There is little evidence of appropriate 
spacing or indentation.

Page 2 of 2 
Organization - #330 - Invention



Organization
G8F3PM-6

Books 0 This one-sentence response lacks 
transitions and indications of paragraphing. 
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Voice
29410028170

Invention 3

The response consistently reveals compelling 
and engaging voice, style, and tone appropriate 
to the purpose (tote their patent-leather 
briefcases and cherish them like their offspring). 
The writer uses a variety of precise and 
appropriate words and phrases (preparing 
toddlers to grow up to be another computer 
drone, Lol! [Chat lingo which is also known as 
laugh out loud.], a vital key).
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Voice - #170 - Invention



Page 1 of 2 
Voice - #065 - Books



Voice
G8F3PM-65

Books 2
The response reveals voice, style, and tone 
appropriate to the purpose (they have a sad 
voice and you can relate). The writer uses 
precise and appropriate words and phrases (high 
whisper, most beautiful voice but no soul).
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Voice
G8F3PM-67

Books 1

The response reveals limited voice, style, and 
tone appropriate to the purpose. The response 
demonstrates little variation in word choice and 
phrases (in my life, On song that has touched me, 
A book that just made me, The movie that is just 
real about life, about real life).

Page 1 of 1 
Voice - #067 - Books



Voice
G8F3PM-174

Books 0
The response lacks style and voice. The writer 
uses a limited range of words and phrases 
(make me want to do something, helping 
someone).
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Conventions
G8F3PM-82

Books 3

The response consistently reveals grade-
appropriate spelling and punctuation (…an example, 
“Harry Potter.”…He plugged in his car phones, 
turned the volume up loud, and began to cry…. it 
just depends on two things: The first…). The 
response also reveals the consistent use of grade-
appropriate capitalization (The Lord of the Rings, 
The DaVinci Code) and grammar and usage.
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Conventions
5534010770

Invention 2
The student uses limited grade-appropriate 
spelling (leaste, benifit, comeing, prepair, 
awsome), but demonstrates control of grade-
appropriate capitalization, punctuation, and 
grammar and usage.
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Conventions
32336003720

Invention 1

The student demonstrates incorrect use of grade-
appropriate capitalization (Like, china, graham 
bells, great grandma suzanna, timbucktu, fiJi) and 
punctuation (I like the invention of telephones! 
Because…; graham bells greater inventions; 
comein, whos) throughout the response.  
However, the student uses grade-appropriate 
spelling and grammar and usage.

Page 2 of 2 
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Conventions
G8F3PM-137

Books 0
The student frequently misspells both simple and 
grade-appropriate words (fell bitter, hav, hade, 
rado, lesten) and demonstrates incorrect use of 
grade-appropriate capitalization and punctuation 
throughout the response.

Page 1 of 1 
Conventions - #137 - Books
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