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Second Chance
There are often times when we wish we had a 
second chance to do something.  Think about 
a time when you wished you had a second 
chance.  Describe that time or event, what 
happened, and what you might do differently 
if you had a second chance.
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Idea Development 11068900073 
Second Chance 3

In response to the topic, this student develops a clear 
and focused main idea (I wished I could have a second 
chance To change the path of a previous accident. It 
was the day my cat was run over by our neighbors car). 
The student enriches the message with descriptive 
details that are relevant to the main idea (I was told by 
my mom to let our two cats outside. I argued…She told 
me if I didn’t do it I would be grounded; I called their 
names only ___ came, I saw a black figure laying on the 
road, I cried so hard it hurts).



Page 1 of 2 
Idea Development - #240 - Second Chance



Page 2 of 2 
Idea Development - #240 - Second Chance

Idea Development 11084300240 
Second Chance 2

This student presents a main idea (If I could have a 
second chance at something it would be choosing my 
cell phone). The student develops the main idea with 
specific, relevant details (I got an Envy 2 but my 
parents would have let me get a touch screen. . . . My 
phone would be like my dad’s and it would be fun to 
text. At about 3:00 pm that day I would have texted 
about 15 replies to my friends,). Some details in the 
second half of the response, however, are not as 
clearly relevant to selecting the touch screen phone (. . 
. when I got my Envy 2 I took a picture of the 
mountains. I probably wouldn't have it if I had gotten a 
touch screen) and fail to enrich idea development. 
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Idea 
Development

11098500508 
Second Chance 1

The student presents a main idea in response to the 
topic (have you ever called someone a name? I have 
and every time I do I wish I had a second chance). 
Relevant details supporting that main idea, however, 
are few (First I call my brother a name, I get in trouble 
by my mom, I end up in my room).
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Idea 
Development

11090800970 
Second Chance 0

In this one-sentence response, the student 
attempts to respond to the topic by identifying an 
opportunity for a second chance (I’d make up for 
that district tournament in a heart-beat). The 
student does not, however, provide any details 
about the event or the reason for wanting a 
second chance.    
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Organization 11068900073 
Second Chance 3

This student develops an effective beginning, middle 
and ending. The student further supports the purpose 
and effectiveness of the writing by using topic 
sentences, as well as a variety of transitions both 
between and within paragraphs (The next morning, 
When I called their names, At the right side of the 
road). Similar ideas are organized logically within and 
across paragraphs, and all paragraphs are indented 
appropriately. Additionally, the student consistently 
uses varied and correct sentences. 
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Organization 11068900072 
Second Chance 2

The student presents a clear beginning (The one I am going to talk 
about is my bike accedient), middle, and ending (I will never ride my bike 
with no helmet never again). Topic sentences are present, and 
transitions are correct and consistently used, though repetitive (Next is 
what they did there, Next is why I wish I could have a second chance). 
Similar ideas are generally grouped together by paragraph, and 
paragraphs are spaced appropriately. Sentences are mostly correct and 
demonstrate some variety (I had four cat scans in three days. Then 
when I wasn’t dizzy anymore they sent me home). 
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Organization 11086701179 
Second Chance 1

This response contains a weak beginning and ending. 
Topic sentences are not used consistently, and transitions 
are not always applied appropriately to the sequencing of 
events (First, the time I wish I had a second chance was 
when I was 11. . . .  I took the little fourwheeler for a spin. 
Second, the fourwheeler was doen about 40 miles an 
hour). Further, indenting or spacing of paragraphs is not 
present to indicate grouping of similar ideas. Sentences, 
though mostly correct, lack variety.  
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Organization 11005300614 
Second Chance 0

The response lacks a clear beginning and ending.  
Ideas are presented as a list, without appropriate 
spacing or indentation.  Topic sentences and 
transitions are missing and several sentences are 
incorrect (I would do something different like if I had 
to do my dishes so if i had…; I would Buy her some 
pretty stuff for my mom)
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Voice
11084300047

Second Chance 3

The writer communicates to the audience in a very personal and 
engaging manner (It was a beautiful morning. It was cold, but slowly 
warming up. Only a light breeze was upon us. Before long, the dogs 
had flushed three birds. We weren’t fast enough). Throughout the 
response, the writer uses a variety of descriptive words and phrases (It 
was a large bluff dotted with trees. It streched west as far as the eye 
could see) and figurative language, including a simile (The bird 
dropped like a World War two fighter, shot down).
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Voice
11086701074

Second Chance 2

This student demonstrates personal voice and style, as 
he describes his desire for a second chance. For 
example, the student concludes the response with the 
observation, “Now if I could have that second chance I 
would have held on and not let go.” Furthermore, the 
writing contains descriptive and original words and 
phrases (Before I hit the dirt I let go of the reins kicked 
my feet out of the stirups and lost my balance. I tipped 
to the left and fell in a hurry).
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Voice
11084300025

Second Chance 1
The narrative reveals limited personal voice or style 
(I felt really bad, I felt really dumb). Moreover, the 
writer demonstrates little variation in word choice by 
repeating simple words and phrases (mad, bad, 
dumb, was saying, was talking, was getting).
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Voice
11090801029

Second 
Chance

0

The response is flat and lifeless.  The 
student uses an extremely limited range of 
words and phrases. The last paragraph 
demonstrates language that is 
inappropriate to the purpose of the 
response (I have told you; I have told what 
I would do…, and what I was doing). 
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Conventions
11084300098

Second Chance 3

Except for the misspelling of cafiteria, the response 
consistently provides correct spelling. Additionally, the 
student uses grade-appropriate punctuation, such as 
apostrophes and commas, throughout the paper (I said 
I was sorry, and that I would make up the detention, but 
she didn’t want me to). Verb tense is also consistent (I 
wouldn’t have gone out into the cafiteria and tried to 
hide when the teacher came looking for us).
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Conventions
11084300036

Second Chance 2

Although there is an occasional missing comma in this 
essay, the student has good control over capitalization 
and punctuation. In addition, pronoun agreement and 
verb tense are correct. However, several grade 
appropriate words are misspelled (biuld, stiches, 
tessed).
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Conventions
11001300113

Second Chance 1

Throughout this response, the student spells 
common words correctly but other grade-appropriate
words incorrectly (Ther, rarly, were, wrestleing, 
desition). The student also demonstrates limited 
control of grade-appropriate capitalization (Because, 
i), punctuation, and grammar and usage (everyone 
was play around, were everyone’s was at, I wanted 
two different thing).
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Conventions
11091200225

Second Chance 0
Throughout this response, the student misspells 
many common words (rong, agamg, maybee, veter) 
and demonstrates incorrect use of grade-appropriate 
capitalization, punctuation, grammar and usage.
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