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Grade 6
Released Writing Prompts

Staying Healthy
Staying healthy is important.  Think 
about the steps a person needs to 
take to stay healthy.  Write directions 
for staying healthy.

Play a Game
Most people like to play games.  
Think about your favorite game.  
Write directions telling how to play 
your favorite game for a person who 
has never played it.

Each paper you will score today was written to one of the
two above prompts.  The footer on each student response 
indicates the prompt to which the response was written.
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Idea Development - #820 - Staying Healthy

Idea Development
31132014820

Staying Healthy 3

The student presents clear and focused steps for 
staying healthy (a balanced diet, plenty of exercise, 
and cleanliness) and uses descriptive details (She 
stopped and flipped her poster over to reveal 
pictures of baseballs, basket-balls, volley-balls, jump 
ropes, soccer-balls, bats, foot-balls . . . It looked like 
she had taken all the sports in the world and put 
them in a blender).
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Idea 
Development

35534002780

Staying Healthy 2

The response includes steps for staying healthy 
(eat right, get enough sleep, exercise, play 
sports). The response includes relevant details 
describing each step (One thing you should 
always do is eat at meals so you don’t end up 
snacking on fattening foods and looking like The 
Fridge).  Some ideas, however, are less 
developed and do not enrich the main idea 
(Getting enough sleep is also important so each 
day you wake up you have enough energy).
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Idea Development - #400 - Staying Healthy

Idea 
Development

30108014400

Staying Healthy 1

The student attempts to present 
directions or procedures in 
response to the topic (stay off 
junk food, be in sport, exercise, 
quiet playing computer games), 
but details are limited.
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Idea 
Development

31197002240

Staying Healthy 0

The student attempts to present steps 
to stay healthy (you should not 
smoke, Drink, or dugs); however 
details are consistently irrelevant 
because the response lapses into a 
list of words (cool, miraculous, 
heartacheing).
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Organization - #880 - Play a Game

Organization
30108003880

Play a Game 3

The student develops an effective introduction, 
body, and conclusion by carefully leading the reader 
step-by-step through a detailed explanation of how 
to play volleyball. Directions are sequenced logically 
and coherently throughout both within and between 
paragraphs(To set the volleyball, first throw it up in 
the air and catch it, curving your fingers around the 
form. Can you feel how only your fingertips are 
touching the surface? Next, throw it in the air again 
and try to hit it using only your fingertips, the way 
you caught it in step one). Sentences are varied and 
correct throughout. 
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Organization - #810 - Staying Healthy

Organization
35534002810

Staying Healthy 2

The response includes an introduction, body, 
and conclusion. Sequencing is logical (In the first 
place, In the second place, Therefore). Similar 
ideas are grouped together within paragraphs, 
and appropriate indentations are used. The 
student uses varied and correct sentences.
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Organization - #660 - Play a Game

Organization
30224027660

Play a Game 1

The response lacks an introduction but has a 
simple conclusion. Ideas are logically 
sequenced (First, Then, Also), but are not 
organized using appropriate spacing or 
indentation. Although the response is brief, the 
student uses varied sentences. 
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Organization - #010 - Staying Healthy

Organization
31849017010

Staying Healthy 0
There is no introduction or 
conclusion. The student lists 
ways to stay healthy with no 
logical sequence.
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Voice - #970 - Staying Healthy

Voice
31197020970

Staying Healthy 3

In this response, the student consistently informs 
and engages the audience (Who are these brave 
people you ask, I apologize if this seems extreem, 
Sound familiar anyone?).The student uses a 
variety of precise words and phrases  to clearly 
communicate the information (. . . everyday 
American citizens leading the fight against the 
sterotypical American by simply staying healthy).
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Voice - #720 - Staying Healthy

Voice
30725021720

Staying Healthy 2

The response reveals voice appropriate for 
communicating to an audience (Hello I’m here today to 
tell you how to stay healthy). The student often uses 
precise words and phrases (important, exercise, 
attitude, performance, gets your muscles pumping, 
might clog an artirie), although at times, language 
becomes less precise (good or bad things, right way, 
wrong way, there is many ways).
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Voice
30126014480

Staying Healthy 1
The directions in this response reveal 
limited voice because of repetitious words 
and phrases (to avoid stomach flu, to 
avoid a cold, to avoid getting a 
stomachache).  
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Voice - #440 - Staying Healthy

Voice
31212003440

Staying Healthy 0

The response lacks 
voice and style 
appropriate to the 
purpose and uses an 
extremely limited 
range of words.
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Conventions
31885020100

Staying Healthy 3
Despite a few errors, the student consistently 
uses grade-appropriate spelling, capitalization 
and punctuation.
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Conventions
30959010720

Staying Healthy 2

The student demonstrates grade-appropriate 
spelling (sections, nutritional, pyramid), 
capitalization, and punctuation.   The student also 
uses grade-appropriate grammar and usage (I hope 
that you’ve followed these rules that I’ve provided 
you with, and I hope you get that body that you’ve 
always wanted,…)
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Conventions - #420 - Staying Healthy

Conventions
29161014420

Staying Healthy 1
The student misspells grade-appropriate words 
(eatting, fool, adalt, care, exerise, carring, 
sisied) and uses limited grade-appropriate 
grammar and usage (Sleep and exerise are the 
most things you need, won, to,). 
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Conventions - #580 - Play a Game
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Conventions - #580 - Play a Game

Conventions
30298001580

Play a Game 0
The student misspells many common words 
(whant, trikes, peple, famill, becuse).  The 
response contains usage errors and missing 
periods.  
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