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Grade 5
Released Writing Prompt

Making a New Friend
Read this paragraph from a story titled “The New Boy in Town.”

David was shocked by his new friend Carl’s suggestion.  Try 
out for the play?  David had always enjoyed singing and acting- but 
only in the privacy of his room.  Unlike David, Carl sang on the bus, 
in the cafeteria line, and almost everywhere else he had an 
audience.  David, on the other hand, didn’t like to be the center of 
attention.  He preferred to blend in with the crowd.  According to 
Carl, however, David didn’t have to try out for one of the lead roles 
in the play.  More importantly, David knew that Carl would continue 
to bother him about trying out until he agreed.  Carl thought being 
in the play would help David meet more people and make new 
friends.  David just hoped he wouldn’t embarrass himself by 
forgetting his lines or tripping on the steps leading up to the stage.  
That was not the way he wanted the kids at his new school to get to 
know him.

Imagine David goes to your school.  Think about David’s problem.  
Write about what you would tell David he should do.
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Idea 
Development

29420005710

Making a New 
Friend

3

The student develops a clear and focused main 
idea in response to the topic (David should be 
confident and try out for the play). Descriptive 
details on page two enrich idea development (. . . 
to keep from tripping all you do is whatch what 
you're doing and where you're going. . . .if you 
practices things such as line for a play before 
going to bed, you're more likly to remember it. . . 
don't look at the audience).
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Idea 
Development

29528009090

Making a New 
Friend

2

A main idea is presented (David should try 
out for the play because he likes singing 
and acting and Carl is going to help him 
prepare for the play). Details from the story 
are relevant and support the main idea 
(Carl’s said we are going to practice David 
so you woun’t forget a line). 
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Idea Development
31849021940

Making a New 
Friend

1

There is an attempt to present a main idea in response 
to the topic (David can participate in other activities at 
school). The student attempts to develop ideas and 
advice through dialogue, but there are limited relevant 
details. The advice is a list of activities that lacks details 
(track, the school play, soccer, basket ball, swimming, 
geography, spelling bee or chessclub). While the 
conclusion offers some details that can be connected to 
David choosing track, the majority of the response does 
not support the main idea.



Idea Development
30959005730

Making a New 
Friend

0

The student does not present or develop a main idea in 
response to the prompt.  The prompt asks students to 
“write about what you would tell David he should do.” 
The student only states that he “would help him 
practice.”  Details are consistently irrelevant (I took a 
bath ate breakfast and I was off on my skatebrode; Then 
Mac arrive at the bus stop).  
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Organization
30224026140

Making A New 
Friend

3

The student develops an effective beginning, middle 
and ending by setting up the scenario, conveying the 
advice through dialogue, and summarizing in the 
conclusion. In addition, the student smoothly 
transitions between paragraphs (This is a story of 
what I would do. . . . “What should I do?” “Well”, I 
began “here’s what I think. . .”). . The student 
effectively organizes similar ideas, varies sentences 
throughout, and consistently begins a new paragraph 
each time the speaker changes.
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Organization
31132008080

Making A New 
Friend

2

The student presents a beginning, middle, 
and ending. Additionally, the student uses 
simple transitions between paragraphs 
(The second thing, Third, And), uses some 
topic sentences, groups similar ideas 
together, and indicates paragraphs by 
indenting. Most sentences are varied and 
correct.
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Organization
29475000570

Making A New 
Friend

1

Similar ideas are not grouped together (Don’t be 
nervous about triping…, ways to practice singing…, 
If you do trip…),and indentation is not used 
appropriately.  The response lacks topic sentences,
and while there is an attempt to use transitions 
between paragraphs, the transitions are repetitive
and fragmented (What I would tell David. Some 
other tips. Some more tips.).
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Organization
30888004320

Making A New 
Friend

0
The response is comprised of a single run-
on sentence and has no identifiable 
beginning or ending.
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Voice
29528012160

Making a New Friend 3

The response consistently reveals voice that is appropriate 
to the audience and purpose (Hey, I’ll make you a deal, His 
legs felt like jello, to his surprise and disapointment). A 
variety of descriptive words and phrases are used to 
enhance meaning and keep the reader engaged (out-
streched hand, mumbled, reluctantly shook, sweaty palms 
and head, encouraged). 
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Voice
29420002790

Making a New 
Friend

2

The response reveals voice appropriate to 
the intended audience by engaging the 
reader (I’d tell him, or at least try to tell him 
to be in the play, If your wondering why I’ll 
tell you, So what I’m trying to say is). The 
student uses descriptive and original 
words and phrases (caldron, outcast, 
Carlish, give him a break).
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Voice
29715014570

Making a New 
Friend

1

The response reveals limited voice 
appropriate to the intended audience. 
Voice is most evident in the last sentence 
(…and you know practice makes perfect). 
Word choice is simplistic, and there is little 
variation (his lines).
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Voice
30108002590

Making a New 
Friend

0
The response contains an extremely 
limited range of words and phrases that 
are repeated throughout the writing (You 
don’t want to, If you, You will). Voice is 
extremely limited.
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Conventions 31212002400

Making A New 
Friend

3

Overall, the student uses grade-appropriate 
spelling (probably, friend, decision) and shows 
consistent control of capitalization (Dear 
David, Carl). The student consistently 
demonstrates correct grammar, usage, and 
punctuation (it’s, you’ll, don’t).
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Conventions 31132007610

Making A New 
Friend

2

Most spelling is correct. The student also 
uses grade-appropriate capitalization at 
the beginning of sentences and proper 
nouns (Mr. Smith, Friday). However, there 
are some errors in punctuation as well as a 
few usage errors (there, write).
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Conventions
29528002260

Making A New 
Friend

1

The response contains spelling errors 
(increass, tripe). The student 
demonstrates limited control over grade-
appropriate grammar and usage (You will 
not forgetting your lines. You will do good). 
Overall, capitalization and punctuation are 
correct. 
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Conventions
31885019010

Making A New 
Friend

0

The student misspells common words 
(frount, practcie, parnets, felling). The 
response includes a usage error (how it’s 
going to be like) and a punctuation error (. . 
. try to sing in frount of other people, to 
practice he should sing).
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