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Grade 4 
Expository

Formal Letter
Annotated Anchor Set

“School Holiday”
“Field Trip”



Grade 4
Released Writing Prompts

School Holiday
Most students like school holidays.  
Think about a new school holiday 
that could be created.  Write a letter 
to your principal about the new 
holiday you would like your school to 
create.

Field Trip
Field trips can be very fun and can 
help you learn about new things.  
Think about a field trip you would 
like to take with your class.  Write a 
letter to your teacher explaining 
where your class might go and what 
you might learn on this field trip.

Each paper you will score today was written to one of the
two above prompts.  The footer on each student response 
indicates the prompt to which the response was written.
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Idea Development
02070

Field Trip 3

The student develops a clear and focused main idea 
(The place we should go to is on a dinosaur dig). The 
student uses descriptive details to develop and enrich 
the content (learn how the dinosaur died, what they ate, 
were they herbivores or carnivores; help the scientists 
work; get suveniers like a fossill or an imprint of a fossill
or even a tool;  other fossils you can find like fish, 
frogs…).
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Idea 
Development

29715010800

Field Trip 2
The student presents a main idea (take a 
field trip to landmarks). The response 
includes some relevant details (names 
carved from people on the Oregon, 
Calasia and Morman trails, nature walk).
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Idea 
Development

32283013440

Field Trip 1

The student attempts to present a main 
idea in response to the topic (when we go 
on our field trip to coady). Details are 
extremely limited (I might learn about 
bufflo bill state park; We are going to A 
meuseum to).
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Idea 
Development

29420004910

School 0
There is an attempt at a main idea (school 
holidays are fun). The details are 
consistently irrelevant.
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Organization
32283020140

Field Trip 3

The student uses a letter format by 
providing a greeting, body, closing, and 
signature. The response effectively 
organizes similar ideas by providing 
multiple indented paragraphs, each with an 
individual topic sentence. The sentences 
are varied and mostly correct.
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Organization
30000013080

Field Trip 2

The student uses a letter format by providing a date, 
greeting, body, closing, and a signature. Although the 
student does not indent or skip lines for paragraphing after 
the initial indentation, similar ideas are grouped together 
and a topic sentence is used (I want to go on a field trip to 
Thermopolis and go to the museum and learn about the 
dinosaurs discovered.). The sentences are mostly correct.
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Organization 
29410024060

Field Trip 1

The student attempts letter format by 
providing a greeting and a body. Similar 
ideas are grouped together without 
appropriate spacing or indentation. The 
student inconsistently uses correct 
sentences.
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Organization
31240013970

School 0
The student does not present the response 
in a letter format. Random ideas are listed 
together without appropriate spacing or 
indentation. Many sentences are not 
correctly constructed. 



Voice

Expository

Letter Written to a Topic



Page 1 of 2 
Voice - #050 - Field Trip



Page 2 of 2 
Voice - #050 - Field Trip

Voice
30224025050

Field Trip 3

The letter consistently reveals formal voice 
appropriate to the audience and purpose. 
The student uses a variety of precise and 
appropriate words and phrases throughout 
the response (gruesome shoes made of 
George Barrot’s skin, long hard days 
without electricity, rooms of pioneer 
families).
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Voice
31849007450

Field Trip 2

Formal voice is evident at the beginning of 
the response but is not sustained (P.S. 
…you take us…all love you forever!). The 
student uses some precise words and 
phrases (full of learning and fun, history 
museum, famouse people like Hareit
Tubman).
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Voice
30108024100

Field Trip 1
This letter reveals limited formal voice 
appropriate to the audience and purpose. 
(. . . we want to go to For a feild trip). The 
student demonstrates little variation in 
word choice (white house, interact).
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Voice
30108008610

Field Trip 0
The response lacks formal voice 
appropriate to the audience (student’s 
teacher). The student uses an extremely 
limited range of words.
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Conventions
29715026780

School 3

The student uses grade-appropriate 
spelling, capitalization, and punctuation (If 
we had a National Game day, all the 
students could bring their balls, jump 
ropes, and other fun stuff). Correct 
grammar and usage are evident 
throughout.  
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Conventions
32283001080

Field Trip 2
The student uses grade appropriate spelling (around, 
where, another, least). Grade-appropriate capitalization 
is used (sentences start with a capital letter) and the 
response includes grade-appropriate grammar and 
usage (there wouldn’t be, there is another holiday).
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Conventions
30126024310

Field Trip 1
The student spells common words correctly but other 
grade appropriate words incorrectly(feld, littel, thiig, 
cout, mabey, sinserly), and demonstrates limited and 
inconsistent use of grade appropriate punctuation and 
capitalization.
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Conventions
31849010780

Field Trip 0

The student misspells common words 
(Lunen, bilt, meney) The writer 
demonstrates incorrect use of grade-
appropriate capitalization, punctuation, and 
grammar throughout (You might about the 
place you might lurn win the state caply
was bilt how work ther plepol how help 
build the place).
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